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TEHRAN (IRNA) - The Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatol- 
lah Seyed Ali Khamenei said here 
yesterday that the security of the 
Persian Gulf is inseparable from 
that of Iran. 

"Any aggression on and ar- 
tempts to make Islamic Iran inse- 
cure, wffl make the Persian Gulf 
more .insecure for the enemies of 
the Iranian nation, particularly 
those living in glasshouses," the 
commander in chief of fee Armed 
Forces warned. 

fra meeting wife thousands of 
co mmand ers and personnel of die 
Islamic Revolution’s Guards 
Corps (IRGC), Ayatollah Khame- 
nei said feat fee Iranian people are 
protecting fee security of the Per- 
sian Gulf. 

.“Neither fee people nor fee 


government of Iran has ever 
caused insecurity in fee Persian 
Gulf but some powers inside and 
outside the region have caused 
troubles and insecurity for us and 
others,” the Supreme Leader 
said. 

The outside powers and their 
followers in the region should 
know feat fee security of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran catmot be 
separated from feat of fee region, 
the Leader said, warning “fee Ira- 
nian nation will never let anyone’s 
blow go unanswered and will ve- 
hemently respond to any measures 
of Satanic powers to make die re- 
gion insecure.” 

Terming fee diplomacy of the 
U.S. administration as “weak and 
invalid”, Ayatollah Khamenei 
said that Washington’s attemp ts to 


find faults wife Iran carry no 
weight. 

The stability of fee sensitive 
region of fee Persian Gulf depends 
mostly on Islamic Iran and its 
Muslim nation, the Leader said, 
adding “fee day when Iran enjoys 
security and • aim, fee region will 
be calm too.” 

The enemies of Islam are al- 
ways trying to engage fee sacred 
Islamic system in a bid to make its 
bulwark shaky and penetrable, the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
said. 

Referring to fee tragic events 
being created tty fee U.S. admini- 
stration and its Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) in the four 
comers of fee world, fee Leader 
castigated Washington and other 
See Page 13 




S. Lebanon Quiet 
After Mystery 
Katyusha Attack 

BEIRUT, LEBANON (Dis- 
patches) - Israel said Katyusha 
rockets fired from inside Lebanon 
for fee first time in eight months 
hit northern Israel, but fee origin 
of fee Friday night attack re- 
mained a mystery and South Leba- 
non was quiet yesterday. 

The attack was fee first breach 
of an April 26 cease-fire under- 
'* standing in South Lebanon feat 
banned attacks on civilian areas 
by Israeli forces and Muslim ac- 
tivists trying to oust them from 
Lebanon. 

The ffizbollah (Party of God), 
which leads fee Islamic resistance 
against Israel, denied firing fee 
Katyushas and three Palestinian 
groups contacted by Reuters also 
denied involvement. 

The attack caused concern in 
^Beirut because it took place three 
days before a "Friends of Leba- 
SeePage 13 

Kofi Annan of 
Ghana Is the 
Next U.N. 
Secretary-General 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuter) - 
Kofi Annan of Ghana a sophisti- 
cated U.N. career diplomat, was 
. ^.chosen by the Security Council to 
"*Jead fee org aniza tion into fee new 
century, succeeding Egypt’s Bou- 
tros .Boutros-Ghali whose hopes 
for a second term were derailed by 
Washington. 

The soft-spoken 58-year-old 
Annan, undersecretary-general 
for peace-keeping operations, 
won the support of all 15 Security 
Council members on Friday after 
Ranee dropped a veto threat. The 
choice now goes to fee 185 -nation 
General Assembly, which will ap- 
point him on Tuesday. 

Annan null become fee seventh 
secretatyLgeneral in U.N. history 

^ SeePage 13 


Belgrade Students Stage Biggest 


Demo in Weeks 


BELGRADE {Reuter) - Belgrade 
students staged their biggest dem- 
onstration. in weeks yesterday, 
wife reporters estimating some 
40,000 protesters marching 
through the streets. 

"These demonstrations are the 
biggest ever, the square in front of 
the Philosophy College is com- 
pletely packed and adjoining 
streets too," independent Belgrade 
Radio B92 reported. 

Security forces were keeping a 
low profile in line wife their pol- 
icy of allowing ■ the protests 
against President Slobodan 
Milosevic and election fraud by 
his authorities last November. 

Serbia's opposition and stu- 
dents have mounted more than 
three weeks of peaceful street pro- 
tests since the Zajedno opposition 
coalition claimed it was cheated 
of victory in bi gg est Serbian cit- 
ies. including Belgrade, during 
the local elections by Milosevic’s 
ruling Socialists. 

The students march daily at 
around 11:00 GMT and then join 
the bigger opposition rally in the 


afternoon. . 

More than 200,000 in all 
marched on Friday in the biggest 
demonstrations in the capital 
since the protests started 27 days 
ago. 

Yesterday’s demonstrations 
were marked by the arrival of 130 
students and their professor who 
had walked 80 km (50 miles) 
since Friday from the \fcjvodina 
provincial capital of Novi Sad to 
Belgrade. 

They were greeted by the as- 
sembled Belgrade students with a 
10-minnte ovation, B92 said. 

A group of 17 stnderts are dne 
to start a 230 km (145 mile) trek 
from the southern town of Nis to 
Belgrade today, organizers of the 
student protests said. 

Belgraders scrambled to ac- 
commodate the students. B92 said 
some 1,500 people have offered to 
pul them up. 

The Novi Sad marchers were 
cheered by thousands of villagers 
along the way as they tramped 
through December cold and rain. 

Entering Belgrade yesterday 


morning, they chanted: "From our 
victory, the son of victory is ris- 
ing." and "It’s time for justice, 
time for truth..." 

They carried several Serb flags 
and a poster "We love you Bel- 
grade — and that’s why we won’t 
give yon up”. One student said 
he was compelled to march be- 
cause of "Milosevic’s and his 
wife’s insatiability 11 . 

"I’m tired, but I am also ex- 
cited. I am against violations of 
hnman rights," said a 23-year-old 
student of philosophy after the 20 
hour march. 

"Faith in victory and truth 
made me take this trip," another 
said. 

The student started feeling 
tired shortly before Belgrade. 
"But now feat these people have 
welcomed us, I don’t feel tired 
anymore — I could go on walk- 
ing," she said. 

One of the students leaders, 
Aleksandar Djukic said: "This is 
great. That's the best present we 
could have got" 


Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
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Islamic Party Claims Responsibility 
for Attack on Saddam’s Son 


BEIRUT, LEBANON (AFP) - An 
outlawed Iraqi Shia Muslim Party 
yesterday claimed it was responsi- 
ble for' a failed assassination at- 
tempt on Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein's eldest son Uday. 

"One of our commandos on 
Thursday carried out fee justice of 
God and fee people against an 
enemy of God and fee people, 
Uday Saddam al-Takriti. who has 
sown terror and corruption in 
Iraq," the Al-Daawa al-Islamiya 
Party said in a communique in 
Arabic, a copy of which reached 
AFP in Beirut. 

Uday, 33, was attacked on 
Thursday evening while he was 
driving his car in fee wealthy Al- 
Mansur district of central Bagh- 
dad. 

He was taken to hospital in the 
Iraqi capital, where his condition 
was described as not giving any 
cause for concern. 

"Our Mujahadeen surrounded 


Uday’s convoy in fee AJ-Mansur 
Souk in Baghdad and opened fire 
wife machine guns, wounding 
Uday, who was hospitalized and 
escaped death," fee communique 
dated December 12 added. 

The Al-Daawa Party, .which 
was founded in 1958, is fee oldest 
Shia Muslim Party in fee Iraqi 
opposition. It is part of fee Iraqi 
National Joint Action Committee, 
an alliance of opposition groups 
that includes fee Kurdistan Iraqi 
Front, fee Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution, fee Move- 
ment of fee Iraqi Mujahedeen and 
fee Islamic Movement in Iraq. 

The Shia opposition is particu- 
larly active in Southern Iraq, and 
fee Al-Daawa statement paid trib- 
ute to its "martyrs" who died in a 
fierce uprising against Saddam in 
fee region in fee aftermath of fee 
1991 Persian Gulf War. 

The statement said Uday was 
See Page 13 


VAEZI COMMENTS ON GERMAN JUDICIARY 

Tripartite Company Under Way 
for Caspian Sea Exploitation 

T urkm enistan which will explore 
natural resources in the Caspian 
Sea. 

Vaezi said, "Officials of the 
three countries will determine the 
total assets of the company which 
will be owned by all three." 

SeePage~13 



IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - A significant tripartite 
meeting focusing on politico-eco- 
nomic issues, at deputy ministers 
level, will be held in Moscow to- 
morrow, said a senior official in 
the Foreign Ministry yesterday. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi in an interview 
with IRAN NEWS said the meet- 
ing will be attended by senior of- 
ficials of Iran. Russia and 
Turkmenistan. 

Vaezi, in charge of Foreign 
Ministry's Earn- American Af- 
fairs, will lead the Iranian delega- 
tion. 

"Several econo-political topics 
are on fee agenda for discussion 
by officials of the three coun- 
tries." Vaezi said, adding that they 
will give filial shape to a tripartite 
company of Iran, Russia and 


FELICITATIONS 


Sunday, fee 4th of Sha’ban (De- 
cember 15), marks fee birth anni- 
versary of Hazrat Abbas (A.S.). 
the valiant brother of Imam 
Hussein (A.S.). IRAN NEWS 
management and staff wish to con- 
gratulate the Muslim ummah on 
this auspicious occasion. 





Renoir's Impressions 
of an Age 

Page 10 



Karachi Strike 
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Chicago Bulls on a 
Road Trip 
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Annan’s Selection Is Welcome, the 
World WiD Watch Him Closely 

K ofi Annan of Ghana, a U.N. career diplomat, was 
chosen by the Security Council to head the organi- 
zation into the new century. He will succeed Egypt's Bou- 
tros Boutros-Ghali whose hopes for a second term were 
dashed because of U.S. opposition. 

The 58-year-old Annan, undersecretary-general for 
peacekeeping operations, won the support of all 15 Se- 
curity Council members on Friday after France dropped 
a veto threat. 

The choice now goes to the 185-nation General Assem- 
bly which will appoint him on Tuesday. 

According to an unwritten tradition, a U.N. chief usually 
remains in his post for two five-year terms, but Boutros- 
Ghali was elbowed out by the United States. 

In principle, Annan's selection as the seventh secre- 
tary-general of the world body is welcome and we all 
hope that the Ghanaian diplomat will remain fair and 
impartial during his term of office with all its vital respon- 
sibilities at lire threshold of the 21st century. 

It will not be out of place to examine in detail the recent 
developments regarding the fate of Boutros-Ghali. 

The negative and positive points of the Egyptian diplo- 
mat's performance as the leader of the world body during 
the last five years is not the subject of our discussion. The 
simple and bare fact is that 14 of the 15 members of the 
Security Council supported Boutros-Ghali's re-election 
on Nov. 20. 

The United States cast the only vote against Boutros- 
Ghali, and Friday* s 15 votes in favor of Annan means that 
the world body is accepting whatever the U.S. dictates. 

We repeat our welcome for Annan's appointment, but 
we do have our reservations about the way Boutros-Ghali 
was dropped and efforts were made to impose American 
supremacy in the world body. 

The Friday voting makes it clear that Annan was the 
U.S. choice and the other 14 Security-Council members' 
votes in favor of Boutros-Ghali had no value and bore no 
significance. 

At this stage we do not want to make a premature 
judgment on what happened behind the scene after Nov. 
19 when the American U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Al- 
bright used her veto in the Security Council. 

What we know at this stage is that Boutros-Ghali 
stepped aside and France, which had been insisting on 
a second term for the Egyptian diplomat, caved in appar- 
ently due to the pressure of the United States. 

We have to wait and see why the French Ambassador , 
Alain Dejammet withdrew his vote, the only one against 1 
Annan's candidacy, in an informal 'str aw poll' in the \ 
Security Council? 

In the meantime, these incoherent and irrational devel- 
opments related to the appointment of the secretary-gen- 
eral once more remind us that a structural reorganization 
for the United Nations is a must with the particular refer- 
ence to the veto rights. 


TEHRAN- President Hasherrri 
yesterday praised the unique and 
signi ficant services of IRGC dur- 
ing the Islamic Revolution, saying 
their contributions were an exam- 
ple of responsibility, contentment, 
attentiveness and vigilance. 

President Hashemi who was 
addressing commanders and per- 
sonnel of Ansar al-Mahdi Security 
Guard, referred to the dangers 
threatening Tstamir. Iran, and said: 
"With merging of sincere revolu- 
tionary and devoted forces under 
the umbrella of Security Guard the 
crucial points of this sacred sys- 
tem have been safeguarded from 
foreign forces”. 

Referring to the solid founda- 
tion of the Revolution and the 
stable economic and cultural infra- 
structure of die country, the Presi- 
dent said that all the significant 
services rendered during the hard 
times of construction would not 
have been possible but for the 
security and tranquillity achieved 
by the Aimed Forces. 

Elsewhere, the President re- 
marked that the security forces, 


TEHRAN. - President Rafsanjani addressing a group of visitors from the IRGC, praised their 


valuable services. 

despite their important position other organizations, 
and their close relations with de- Commander of Ansar al-Mahdi 

rision-making and power centers, Security Force, Movahedi, while 
have been leading a simple life expressing his thantre for the 
which could be a good model for President's support for IRGC 


(Photo byAbdi) * 

briefed the audience on the 
achievements and [dans of IRGC 
and its readiness to protect the 
achievements of the Islamic Revo- 
lution. 



Iran, Germany Determined 
to Protect Relations 


MOUSAVIAN 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - ban’s Ambassador to 
Bonn Hussein Monsavian said 
yesterday that high-ranking ba- 
nian and Gentian officials are de- 
termined to protect TehranBoim 
relations at optimum level, adding 
that they will not allow relations 
to be strained. 

Mousavian said relations be- 
tween the two countries have not 
been shaped overnight and there- 
fore they cannot be destroyed 
overnight 


He said the initiative taken by 
the Iranian President and German 
chancellor to control the Mykonos 
crisis was proof that neither gov- 
ernment was willing to let histori- 
cal relations be affected by the 
immature claims of a prosecutor. 

Mousavian said that the Ger- 
man Judiciary has been provided 
with documents on the real iden- 
tity of the so-called ‘Witness-C’ 
which are under examination by 
it 

He said that the examination of 
the documents would prove that 
the individual who made such 
charges against Iran is a fugitive 
fraudulent person and a thief He 
also maintained that the new in- 
fonnation would change the 
court’s verdict 

Mousavian said that Iran wants 
Germany to prevent the court pro- 
ceedings from being influenced 
by domestic and foreign sources. 


Regarding the impacts of the 
world arrogance’s anti-Iran propa- 
ganda campaign on German pub- 
lic opinion, he said despite 17 
years of propaganda campaign 
against ban, the German people 
have a moderate approach toward 
Iran. 

He said the Iranian people too 
are interested in having good rela- 
tions with Germany. But, he 
added, die insult of the prosecutor 
of the Berlin court was unaccept- 
able. 

He made it dear that the bitter 
reaction of die Iranian people was 
directed against a person and spe- 
cific department and not against 
the German government or peo- 
ple. 

He elaborated on the back- 
ground of Tehran-Bonn relations, 
saying that after the Islamic Revo- 
lution’s victory, die U.S. put pres- 
sure on the European Union to cut 


Janbazan Week to Commence Today 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The Janbazan (dis- 
abled war veterans’) Week will 
commence today on foe occasion 
of birth of Hazrat-e Abolfazl al- 
Abbas (A.S.), said Hossein Zarif- 
manesh, deputy managing 
director of Mostazafan and Jan- 
bazan Foundation (MJF), in a 
press conference here yesterday. 

Large Scale 
Maneuver to Be 
Conducted by 
Armed Forces 

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - A large scale maneu- 
ver codenamed Tariq al-Qods 
(path of victory) will be conducted 
by the end of the current Iranian 
year (March 20, 1997). 

Deputy commander of the Is- 
lamic Revolution's GuardsCorps— 
(IRGC), Brigadier Rahim Safari, 
added that mote than 120,000 
combatants from the ground, air 
and naval forces as well as the 
volunteer units (Basij forces) will 
participate in tire war game. 


. He said each day of the week 
is named after an occasion relating 
to foe disabled. 

The final stage of Quran com- 
petitions, commemorating the 
guardians of the Holy Quran 
within foe foundation, the launch- 
ing of foe Third Conference for 
Elevation of the Ranks of 7an- 
bazan, nationwide cultural Issar 
and sport games, opening tens of 
pictorial and artistic exhibitions, 
allocation of estates for building 
residential quarters for the dis- 
abled, poetry recitation in provin- 
cial towns, competition for 
writing memoirs', inauguration of 


several projects and visit of the 
disabled by the people were foe 
highlights on the agenda. 

"We are endeavoring to im- 
prove foe financial condition of 
the disabled specially those who 
have severe physical handicaps 
and are unable to work and we are 
paying 1 billion rials to provinces 
to cover the needs of the disabled 
and many of foe disabled are now 
employed," said the deputy man- 
aging director of MJF adding that 
during tire week MJF will try to 
appreciate the outstanding activi- 
ties and sacrifice of foe Janbazan 
in the best manner. 


off relations with ban, but, Ger- 
many was one major country that 
rejected the call. 

“At the end of Iraqi-imposed 
war. when other commies were 
hesitant in declaring Iraq as the 
aggressor; Germany took the lead 
favoring Iran and offered the 
highest credit line for Iranian re- 
construction programs,” he said. 

When there was a delay in 
Iran’s repayment to its foreign 
creditors, Germany also took an 
initiative and the others followed 
suit in encouraging famous insur- 
ance bodies to cooperate with Iran 
to cope with the issue, the Iranian 
diplomat said. % 

He said during the meetings of 
the G7 industrialized nations, the 
U.S. always made every effort to 
discourage other countries from 
cooperating with ban, but, Ger- 
many is the sole country opposing ; 
U.S. policies. 

He said all the factors men- 
tioned above have served to cart 
solidate relations between Tehran 
a nd Bonn and there is no Teason 
for Tfehran not to give positive re- ■ ■ 
sponse to German goodwill ^ 

Mousavian said th a t the Ira- 
nian diplomacy has focused on. 
development of friendly relations . 
with Europe and Germany is the • 
strongest in that co ntinent 

However; he said, the volume 
of trade reduced from eight billion . 
marks in 1992 to two billion . 
Deutschmarks in 1996, indicating . 
that Germany was a vanguard in- 
providing Iran with the highest 
credit lines during those years. 
Iran did not make most of its pur- 
chases from Germany, IRNA re*ft. 
ported. 
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Iran News & Journalism College to 
Start ilex! Year 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance ( Ershad) 
Mostafa MirsaHm said here Fri- 
day that a government authoriza- 
tion for establishing a journalism 
and correspondence college had 
been issued and that the Iranian 
college of journalism would open 
in Tfehran in September 1997. 

According to an IRNA report. 


the school will be a faculty of tte 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology, that already has the de- 
partments of tourism and 
film- m aking 

A portion of the students of 
tourism and fiim - makmg of the 
university are already employed 
in these respective fields at various 
organizations. 

The Ershad minister said that 


the country needed experts in ; 
every field and added that no ex- ■ 
pert in any field would be unem- 
ployed in Iran. 

About 18,500 student appli-' 
cants participated in the college : 
entrance examinations of the udr ■* 
versity with 3,160 passing the ex-> 
animations. 

Entrance examinations for foe 
university will be held annually. ; 
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Sheikholeslam Greets Kenya’s 
Junta on Independence Pay 


T he whole range of Iranian dishes were served by Kenyan 
Ambassador Salim I. juma on Thursday to mark his 
country's independence Day. 



(From left) Moolla, Juma, Sheikholeslam Photo by Babaei 
The. chief guest was Deputy Foreign Minister Hussein 
Sheikholeslam who was surrounded by Arab diplomats who 
were making the best use of his presence. Sheikholeslam is in 
charge of Foreign Ministry's Arab and African section. • 



(From left) Al-Samarmad, Nguru, Mobaiyen 

The deputy foreign minister delivered Iran's congratulations 
to Ambassador Juma on the Independence Dsry of his country. 
Kenya became ftiily independent within the Commonwealth 
on Dec 12, 1963. Jomo Kenyatta became first prime minster 
of independent Kenya 

Ambassador juma is one of the most popular foreign 
diplomats in Tehran because of his humble nature. He arrived 
here in 1993 and successfully brought Iran and Kenya closer 
together. Ambassador Juma’s efforts and encouragements are 
the reason for the active presence of Iranian industrialists and 
traders in Kenya 

juma said, "We now have 150 Iranian businessmen in 
Kenya" SeePage 13 



TEHRAN - A top Iranian Quran reciter who received the best 
award at the International Quran Recitation and Memorization 
Competition, pays homage to the Leader who attended the 
concluding ceremonies here yesterday. 

(Photo by Hatami) 

Iran Urges International Community 
to Render Aid to Afghanistan 


PRAYER TIMES 


Noon (Zohr) 

12:00 

Evening (Maghreb) 

17:15 

Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr) 

05:29 

Tomorrow’s Sunrise 

07:07 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s deputy perma- 
nent representative to the U.N., 
Majid Takht-Ravanchi, in United 
Nations, New York on Friday 
called on the international commu- 
nity to render its assistance to the 
people of Afghanistan with the 
hope dial those who have survived 
the scourge of war can survive 
hunger and disease. 

Commenting on the critical 
situation in Afghanistan, he noted 
that the continuation of war in 
Afghanistan has not only caused 
destruction of the country’s infra- 
structure bat has also created a 
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Skemiran’s Largest And Sines t Persian 
Carpet gallery is Proud to announce its 

Annual Persian Carpet Special Sales 

Choose the Carpet of your Dream and 
Save up to 40% Discount 
on Our entire Stocks. Zhat 
Means Zkousands of Dollars 
Saving for you 

your, trust on us is our highest value 
Date: Dec. 7-20, 1996 
Store Mours: 9 a.tn. - S p.nt. 

Address: Zajrisk. Val/'-eAsrAve., 

M 1823/1 • 

Tel: 277007 - 270697 
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source of instability and concern 
in the region and a threat to inter- 
national peace and security. 

Addressing the 51st session of 
the U.N. General Assembly on the 
situation in Afghanistan, he 
stressed that die destructive side- 
effects of the civil strife in Af- 
ghanistan have exceeded its 
na tional borders and cons ti t u te se- 

SeePage 13 

Bangladeshis 
in Iran 
Celebrate 
Victory Day 

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - People of Bangladesh 
will observe their country’s Silver 
Jubilee Victory Day tomorrow 
with colorful ceremonies through- 
out the country. 

In Tfehran, similar ceremonies 
win be organized by the Bangla- 
desh End) assy with flag hoisting 
at 10 in the morning followed by 
recitations from the Holy Quran 
and the National Anthem, accord- 
ing to a press release faxed to 
IRAN NEWS yesterday. 

The end) assy invited all Ban- 
gladeshi nationals residing in Iran 
to attend the ceremonies. 

Debales and discussions on the 
significance of the day will be 
conducted and prizes will be 
given to the participants. 

Former East Pakistan, Bangla- 
desh came into existence in 1971. 
Its founder was Sheikh Mujibur 
See Page 13 



Ttri-fi-TETE 


Retaliation Against Iran?! 

‘ Si r, listen to this: 19 Americans were killed in a terrorist 
bombing in Saudi Arabia some time ago, and now some Ameri- 
cans are talking about ‘strong action’, ‘contingency plans’ and 
retaliation against Iran’, and a Pentagon spokesman says ‘It is 
premature to talk about future analysis until that analysis is 
complete’.’ 

‘Well, for an American, military spokesman, he seems to be 
a fair-minded man. But tell me what is it they’re going to 
analyze?’ 

There lies the point, six; ar which every American school 
child will laugh: The Saudi investigators (!) have presented the 
FBI with the videotaped confessions’ of some 40 luckless, Saudi 
Shias, extracted under most convenient. Inquisitional circum- 
stances, and reports say that those wretched suspects have 
presumably confessed to having ‘received military-grade explo- 
sives, bomb components, etc. from members of Hizbollah of 
Lebanon’, a radical, Islamic organization which, as the West has 
always alleged, is sometimes ‘funded and supported by the 
Iranian government.’ 

That’s fantastic! In the same a la Saudi method, 1 am ready 
to extract confessions from some 40 American Presbyterians 
that shall prove, beyond a shadow of doubt, that the Nixon 
administration had a hand in the Gunpowder Plot in 1605!!’ 

‘But that is not the Saudi, clever, medieval thinking; they take 
Americans for naive mercenaries who would fight another war 
for them, only this time, without any wages!’ 

*No problem! We, as a civilized nation, shall only take our 
case to the International Court at The Hague!' 

ABU SJNA 


Brunei Eager to Use Iran's Experience 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s President Hojja- 
toleslam Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani here yesterday received the 
.Bruneian Minister of Education 
Phen Dato 1 Haji Abdul Aziz. 

Presenting the best regards of 
the Bruneian Sultan and nation to 
President Rafsanjani and I ranian 
people, Abdul Aziz called his 
meeting with Iranian educational 
|. and cultural officials as very fruit- 
ful. 

- "In my visits to some cultural 
and educational centers in Iran, I 
became more familiar with Iran’s 
scientific and educational facili- 
ties, " the Bruneian minister said . 
He also voiced his country’s inter- 
est in using Iran’s experience in 
education and science. 

Referring to the religious and 
cultural commonalties between 
Iran and Brunei, President Raf- 



Pbotoby Abdi 

TEHRAN - President Rafcanjani (R) with Abdol Aziz 

PHOTO BY ABDI 


sanjani stated that Iran was ready 
for expansion of bilateral coopera- 
tion, 

The President also expressed 
Iran’s readiness for transfer of its 


valuable educational and scientific 
experience to the Muslim nation 
of Brunei and expansion of politi- 
cal and economic cooperation. 
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IRAN 


'It. •"& .... 

j.t r -■ v ?/■' 


■ ' j.T«' 


NEWS' 


ECONOMIC 

NOTE 


The Necessity of a Unified Third Party 
Liability Motor Insurance System 
Among ECO Me m ber Countries 


m 


w* ' 


Mm f 




|k_ 

0 1 

am 


AU AKBAR ABDOLRASHIDI 


’ ■ ' Part Four 

I t is certain that these vehicles are facing the same prob- 
lem as vehicles that cross Iranian borders. Generalizing 
the issue, we have to conclude that all ECO motorists are 
sharing the same concern while traveling abroad, which is 
‘nonexistence’ of third party liability motor insurance cover- 
age acceptable and applicable in other countries. 

We do not know the number of accidents happened in 
Iran, Turkmenistan or in other ECO states because of the 
movement of these vehicles. Unfortunately neither insur- 
ance companies nor the ECO center and its branches in 
the region could produce figures about accidents caused 
by ECO motorists on their visits to ECO countries. 

Nobody can claim that accidents caused by ECO motor- 
ists on their visits to ECO countries. 

Nobody can claim that accidents have ‘not’ happened or 
would not happen as a result of above mentioned move- 
ments. Also nobody can presume that it is reasonable to 
ignore the lack of cooperation and collaboration of insur- 
ance authorities in the ECO region in the field of third party 
liability motor insurance. 

Car accidents are inevitable at any rate. Insurance cov- 
erage is to compensate damages incurred from such acci- 
dents no matter how rare and limited. But if motorists can 
not buy necessary liability motor insurance policy, not be- 
cause of their unwillingness, but because of nonexistence 
of such product, how is identification possible and who is 
to be blamed. 

Taking care of victims of road accidents caused by 
foreign motorists is the core of issue which we are talking 
about. But there is another issue which is to be considered. 
It is the issue of foreign motorists and citizens who are 
themselves victims of accidents in a visited country. These 
citizens need help in case of such accidents but unfortu- 
nately no help is possible to be extended to them. 

Even if we intend and try to help them, in both cases, we 
have same difficulties as the European countries encoun- 
tered in 1949. These difficulties are: 

* Ascertaining the identity of the responsible motorist and 
its insurer, if any; 

* Obtaining formal or even reasonable report on death, 
injuries or damages; 

* Recognizing any focal national insurance authority in 
each ECO member state to cooperate with, if any. 

As far as our records show, third party liability motor 
insurance may exist in some of the Central Asian countries, 
but not on a compulsory basis which exist in Iran, Pakistan 
and Turkey. According to recent information we have re- 
ceived from Turkmenistan, compulsory third party liability 
motor insurance does not exist in that country, although a 
voluntary coverage might be purchased. 

This voluntary system in Turkmenistan and in any other 
Central Asian ECO country can be regarded as a base of 
consideration and companies which are selling such insur- 
ance policies can become the partner for future negotia- 
tions between ECO members for a possible bilateral or 
multilateral unified third party liability motor insurance sys- 
tem. 

At the moment, drivers who are driving between Iran and 
Turkey are covered by a uniform agreement in the frame- 
work of the Green Card system. Nonetheless, we still need 
to expand the geographical scope of this coverage in the 
region to provide a safe guarantee for the settlement of 
claims arising from accidents caused by motorists in other 
member countries. 

As figures show many vehicles registered in non-ECO 
origins are crossing ECO borders every year. The same 
difficulty exists when non-ECO motorists cause an accident 
on ECO roads or the other way around. 

We need a collective effort to bridge Green Card system 
with a possible ECO unified system to facilitate the settle- 
ment of claims arising from accidents in which ECO nation- 
als are concerned. 
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100,000 New Paykans to 214 Developmer " 




Go On Stream 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 

TEHRAN - Paykan with a new 
design will be manufactured in the 
next two years in Iran with a ca- 
pacity of 100,000 per annum, ac- 
cording to Managing Director of 
Supply of Automotive Parts Com- 
pany (SAPCO) Reza Veysseh in 
charge of design, engineering and 
supply of automotive parts. 

Veysseh said, "85 percent of 
this new Paykan will be produced 
indigenously and die engineering 
of the automobile is done com- 
pletely by our own engineers, and 
only as little as $2000 will be spent 
in foreign exchange for each set”. 
- Elsewhere SAPCO’s manag- 
ing director stated that in view of 
the growth witnessed in the do- 
mestic manufacturing sector, the 
objectives to manufacture this new 
car was to creafp a q uantitati ve and 
qualitative rise in the national pro- 
duction. 

He said currently 2,523 pans 
of the vehicle are produced inside 
Iran. 

"Since 1992 the company has 
signed various contracts with 50 



domestic manufacturers to fabri- 
cate more than 30,000 parts cost- 
ing 3,000 billion rials of which 35 
percent has been manufactured 
and 80 billion rials worth of parts 
is received monthly by SAPCO,” 
the official added. 

As regards the currently manu- 
factured Paykans, Veysseh said 95 


percent of its parts are produced 
domestically by spending about 
S1200 for each vehicle adding that 
45 percent of Peugeot 405 is pro- 
duced in Iran which will rise to 75 
percent by the end of the year, 
meaning that $100,000 will be 
saved for each one percent of self- 
sufficiency. 


Hobibi Says Laying Bafq-Mashhad 
Track Starts Ahead of Schedule 


YAZD (IRNA) - First Vice Presi- 
dent Hassan Habibi said here on 
Friday that operations for laying 
Bafq-Mashhad track had started 
ahead of the schedule. 

Habibi expressed hope that 
more population would be ab- 
sorbed to the eastern part of the 
country following development of 
the area. 

He said that the notion of de- 
velopment in the eastern Iran was 
completely ignored by the former 
regime of Shah and what one ob- 
serves in the region today belongs 
to the post-Revolution era. 

He predicted that 1,500 kms 
out of the total railway network 
would be operational in near fu- 
ture. 

Upon completion, the capital 
of Khorassan Province will also be 
linked with Persian Gulf port city 
of Bandar Abbass in Hormozgan 
Province. 

The railway will also offer the 
former Soviet republics north of 
Iran land transport facilities to the 
Persian Gulf and from there to the 
rest of the world. 

IGsh Airport 
Ready for 
Landing of 
Wide-Bodied 
Aircraft 

KISH (IRNA) - The International 
Airport of Kish Island is now open 
to wide-bodied airplanes, said the 
airport director here Friday. 

Nosratollah Yousefi further 
said that according to the stand- 
ards set by die International Air 
Transport Association (IATA), 
the airport can from now on re- 
ceive Beomg 747 .and Airbus air- 
planes. 

The modernization and reha- 
bilitation of the airport has cost 
6,000 million rials, he added. 

Up to 12 flights take place daily 
at the airport at present which with 
the introduction of the facilities 
will be increased to 40 flights a 
day. 

Over 1,500 passengers fly to 
Kish every day. 


The project will reduce ground 
distance between the Central 
Asian republics and Iran's Persian 
Gulf port cities of Bandar Shahid 
Rajaee and Shahid Bahonar port to 
1 ,600 kilometers, that is 800 kilo- 
meters shorter than die present 
distance. 

The railway will have 443 sta- 
tions, six tunnels with a combined 
length of 5,800 meters, and 26 
underpasses. 

Roads and Transportation Min- 


ister of Iran Torican said at the 
ground picking ceremonies here 
Friday that the Mashhad-Bafq 
railway is an important national 
development project. 

Hie railway will cany eight 
milli on tons of cargo and one mil- 
lion passengers between ban and 
the Central Asian republics and 
China every year. 

Torkan said that another 130- 
ktiometer railway project for link- 

SeePage 13 


Projects Launched 
in Deprived 
Villages 

BANNER’S ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - By providing enough 
budget for elimination of deprived 
regions, 241 development pro-* 
jeers were launched in deprived 
rural areas in 18 provinces, said 
Jain Besharati, head of the De- 
partment of Deprived Regions Af- 
fairs (DRA). 

He said the President has allo- 
cated 16.14b rials budget for the 
Iranian month of Azar (Novem- 
ber/December) to supply electric- 
ity to 41 villages, rebuild villages, 
complete telecommunications of- 
fices, health centers and schools 
in Abadeh, Estehban, fioovanat. 
Jahrom, Darab, Dehpidan. Shiraz.- 
Firotizabad Fasa and Kazeroon 
and construct a camel health and 
treatment center at Hammaleh, 
village, Lai; Fare Province. 

Besides 17 potable water pro- 
jects and several roads are being 
prepared to launch in Kennan- 
shah, Eslamabad-e Ghaib, 
Sahneh, Sanqax; Javanrud and 
Herein, Besharati added. 

"Preliminary steps for con- 
struction of 17 roads, water sup- 
ply projects, road construction, v 
completion of bridges and pri- 
mary and secondary schools in 
Talesh, Fowman, Lahyan, Rood- 
bar. Anzali, Rasht Shaft, Astara 
and Rudsar and Astaneh 
Ashrafieh has commenced," said 
the head of DRA adding that tire 
Sharan Meidar road in Dam, 3 
electricity lines to Aqchay, 
Aidabfl and Hassankhan Dazsi 
village in Biieh Savar is ear- 
marked to start shortly and the Sa- 
heb Divan village in 
Meshkinshahr, Aradabil Province, 
will receive potable water in the 
near future. 

He said 4 projects in the Cen- 
SeePageT3 
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Babur Shabab Company's Manufacturing Complex ) 

. (Owned by Semnan Province’s Warriors) 

Central offices: 

Semnan Tel. No. 0231-29908 Fax: 0231-24466 

Tehran Office Tel: No. 643 6172-3 Fax: 6436173 

Karaj Office Tel. No. 0261-226427 

( , s (Commercial Manager) 

Industrial j 


Manufacturing and distribution full- and semi-automatic bread baking machinery 



LWVUV/UCI^ UVVUS, UIVUUH9, UUUgU 11 Id 

automatic spreading machines, etc... 

Manufactured by Shater Pokht Co. 

Deliveries across Iran and abroad 

v Bank credit available 

( Industrial J 

Refractory Products 

(In all fields and types needed domestically) 

Another step in import reduction, by producing the domestic manufacturers’ inquiries, 

enabling them to supply the demand, 
cardboards (soft and hard types), mica sheets, refractory acoustic sheets 
(900 degrees centigrade), used to fireproof cinema, theaters and all other mass halls, 
dumte sheets, used by automobile and washer manufacturers, leads for mechanical and 

regular pencils. 

Alt Manufactured by Iran Refractory Cardboard Company 


C 


Agriculture 


Cactus Plants 

Training, keeping, growing and reproducing cacti and fleshy plants, 
manulactunng and distributing greenhouse heaters, also used for mass halls. 
Buying and selling fleshy plants (succulents) and cacti to and from other interested 

( - ^ plant growers at reasonable prices. 

Protein Products) 

Supplying All Walks of Life with Their Protein Needs in Bahar Shabab Pavilions 
Pavilion No. I at Shahid Lavasani Produce Market, Niavaran, Tehran 

(Commercial Manager) 
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White House "sherpa" who pre- 
pares for annual summits of rich 
nations. 

But analysts said it may not be 
so easy for die team to make up for 
its lack of experience in dealing 
with Congress. 



versiry and a master’s degree in 
journalism from Columbia Uni- 
versity in 1937, the same year he 
began writing a column for the 
Boston Record newspaper. 

He later worked as a feature 
writer and editor for the Associ- 
ated Press and as a staff writer for 
American and Collier magazines. 
’ Packard criticized the decline 
of the family and the loss of com- 
munity ties in his 1972 book, "A 
Nation of Strangers, ” and targeted 
the consumer society in such 
books -as 'The Waste Makers" 
(I960) and "The Ultra Rich: How 
Much Is Too Much?" (1989). 

Packard, who lived on the sum- 
mer resort island of Martha's 
Vineyard off the coast of Massa- 
chusetts, is survived by his wife, 
Mamie Virginia Packard, and 

their three children, Vance, Ran- 
dall and Cynthia. 



tral Province, 5 projects in Ker- 
man, 4 projects in Sistan and 
Balnchestan, 1 project in Qom 
and Hamedan. 3 projects in Lore- 
stan and 5 in Kmdestan will be 
launched to complete water sup- 
ply networks, roads, medicare 
centers and a diversion dam by 
the government 

"35 development projects in 
Khorassan Province, 8 projects in 
Kobkfluyeh and Buyerahmad, 7 
in Channahal and Bakhtiaii, 45 in 
Hommzgan, 34 in Khuzestan and 
23 projects in Yazd have been de- 
vised to be implemented in the 
immediate future," said Besharati 
adding that necessary action is be- 
ing taken by the DRA branches to 
eliminate deprivation in remote 
rural areas. 



ing Bafq with Chadonnalon mine, 
and an aridftjnnal 220-Jdlometer 
project for linking Chadormalou 
with Tabass in Khorassan Prov- 
axftof Iran had just started. 
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arrogant powers for their indiffer- 
ence toward the massacre of Mus- 
lims in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Palestine and Iraq. 

“Those claiming to be advo- 
cates of h uman rights have shown 
that they do not care about the 
Wood of people shed unjustly in 
Palestine or ihe massacre of thou- 
sands of people in Halabja by the 
Baatoist regime of Iraq while at 
the same time accusing the Islamic 
Republic of Iran of human rights 
abuses. 

“They (so-called advocates of 
human rights) by issuing resolu- 
tions and taking advantage of the 
United Nations and its Security 
Council go ahead with their politi- 
cal and cultural antagonism 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,** Ayatollah Khamenei said. 

He termed the struggle of the 
Western culture with the Muslim 
nation of Iran “a long-term and 
deep struggle.*’ 

“Resisting the aggressions and 
plots of the enemies of Islam re- 
quires a strength originating from 


commitment and a sense of re- 
sponsibility based on Divine du- 
ties,” he said. 

The meeting took place an the 
suspicions occasion of the birth 
anniversary of Imam Hussein 
(A.S.), the third Tmam of the in- 
fallible Household of Prophet Mo- 
hammad (S.), which is celebrated 
in Iran as the IRGC Day. 

The Supreme Leader described 
Imam Hussein (A.S.)asone of the 
closest and most prominent angels 
of die Almighty God. 

Ayatollah Khamenei called on 
the IRGC personnel to seriously 
follow the example set by the Lord 
of Martyrs (Imam Hussein) and 
said the history of the Islamic 
Revolution is full of the valuable 
acts performed by the IRGC per- 
sonnel thanks to their following 
the pattern of Imam Hussein. 

Prior to Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
speech, the Leader’s Repre- 
sentative to the IRGC Hojja- 
toles lam Movahedi-Kennani and 
IRGC Commander Major General 
Mohsen Rezaei in their speeches 
felicitated the Leader of the Is- 
lamic Revolution on the auspi- 
cious occasion, and reaffirmed the 
IRGC’s allegiance to the Supreme 
Leader. 



targeted "to take revenge for the 
martyrs of Islam and to r emind 
inte rnational public opinion of the 
suffering of our people — victims 
of Saddam’s gang. " 

Saddam’s S unni Muslim gov- 
ernment has launched regular 
campaigns of repression against 
the Shia population of the south 
since the failed uprising which 
have been condemned by the 
United Nations and humani tarian 
groups. 

The official Iraqi media gave 
no further information yesterday 
about the attack, nor Uday’s con- 
dition. 

However, the Babel newspa- 
per, which is run by Uday, said 
toe shooting had "stolen the joy" 
of Iraqi people after Baghdad be- 
gan pumping oil this week for toe 
first time in six years under a U . N . 
oil-fbr-food accord aimed at help- 
ing toe country’s sanction-hit peo- 
ple. 

The deal is the first easing of 
U.N. sanctions imposed after 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

"Iraq will not yield to conspira- 
cies and will not stop its path to 
progress," toe newspaper said in 
an editorial. 

"Iraqis resisted a coalition of 
30 countries (during the 1991 Per- 
sian Gulf War) and endured an 
embargo of more than six years. 
This cowardly act will only 
strengthen their resistance," it 
said. 

Uday is regarded as a flamboy- 
ant and influential figure in Iraq’s 
complex clan politics, with many 
potential rivals - political, busi- 
ness and personal. 

Although he holds no official 
posts, he controls a large media 
network and business empire that 
includes Iraq’s Youth Radio and 
the Babel newspaper. 

In addition, he was appointed 
head of a force known as "Sad- 
dam’s Fighters," a 25,000-strong 
paramilitary group created in 
1 994 to protect toe president. 

Wafiq Samanai, a former Iraqi 
intellig ence chief who defected to 
Syria in 1994, said from Damas- 
cus dial around 500 people had 
been arrested after toe shooting- 

He also claimed that Uday had 
been toe target of a similar attack 
in June carried out by a group of 
Iraqi opposition members, who 
were all arrested and executed. 

The June attack has not been 


confirmed by officials in Bagh- 
dad. 



The Bruneian education minis- 
ter also met his Ir anian counter- 
part Mohammad Ali Najafi 
yesterday for toe second time. 

The two ministers discussed 
ways of promoting scientific and 
academic cooperation between 
Iran and Brunei. The first round 
of toe talks was held on Wednes- 
day. 



nous sources of insecurity and 
instability in toe region and be- 
yond. 

“We believe, as we have indi- 
cated in the past, that toe crisis in 
Afghanistan has no mili tary solu- 
tion,” Takht-Ravanchi said add- 
ing, it is totally unacceptable that 
in Af ghanistan some policies 
practices that are clearly un-Is- 
Jamic and even anti-Islamic, in 
form or in nature, are conducted 
and attributed to Islam. 
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Rahman who is called by Ban- 
gladeshis Bangabandho or friend 
of Bengal. 

The fast Bangladesh President, 
and Leader of toe Awami League, 
Rahman, was toppled by a bloody 
coop in 2975 in which he along 
with 15 members of his family 
were killed. 

Rahman’ s only daughter. 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed came into 
power as a leader of toe Aw ami 
League last June after 21 years. 
She was in Germany at the time of 
coup in Dhaka. 

For two decades she dedicated 
herself to vindicating her father’s 
nam e and avenging his murderers. 



and the first from sub-Saharan Af- 
rica. He will also be toe first sec- 
retary-general to rise through 
U.N. ranks. 

He takes up toe $205,809 a 
year post January 1, 1997. The 
perks of one of toe world’s tough- 
est jobs include a town house over- 
looking toe East River on New 
York’s posh upper east side. 

He will succeed Boutros- 
Ghali, the 74-year-old Egyptian 
former deputy prime minister who 
wanted a second five-year term 
but was elbowed out by toe United 
States. 

The council, after approving 
Annan, adopted another resolu- 
tion paying tribute to Boutros- 
Ghali, at the end of a long public 
career punctuated by his intellec- 
tual brilliance and stubborn inde- 
pendence. 

Boutros-Ghali stepped aside af- 
ter being vetoed by American 
U.N. envoy Madeleine Albright 
in a November 19 Security Coun- 
cil vote in which he was the only 
candidate. The Ghanaian diplomat 
then entered toe contest, along 
with three other Africans from 
French -speaking countries. His 
closest rival was Amara Essy, the 
Ivory Coast foreign minister, 
whose support waned quickly. 

Washington said the United 
Nations needs new leadership to 
carry out reforms and since June 
has spent much diplomatic capital 
and goodwill to block his re-elec- 
tion. 

In a statement and in interviews 
after receiving toe council’s nod, 
Annan said: "My highest priority 
will be to work with all member 
states to redefine the objectives of 
toe organization in toe post-Cold 


War world." 

Aware of toe shortcomings for 
which the middle-aged United Na- 
tions has been blamed, he said it 
was "time to agree on what toe 
United Nations can and must do, 
and what it cannot do. ” 

Annas )i as served for more 
than 30 years in posts as far afield 
as Addis Ababa, Geneva, Cairo 
and New York. After Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait he was sent to toe 
region to help extricate more than 
900 international staff. 

He has headed U.N. 
peacekeeping since early 1993, 
during a time when it grew to 
more than 70,000 troops serving 
from Somalia and Bosnia to 
Rwanda and Haiti. 

Despite criticism in many quar- 
ters, including toe United States, 
over the handling of some opera- 
tions, most of it was directed at 
Boutros-Ghali rather than Annan . 

With toe United Nations some- 
times accused of biting off more 
than it can chew, Annan said 
charting its future would require 
consensus and cooperation among 
all member states. 

One of his biggest headaches 
will be trying to solve toe organi- 
zation’s perpetual bankruptcy, 
raised in toe *nam by the $1.3 
billion U.S. debt. 

"hi January, we must embark 
upon a time for healing — to re- 
store confidence between govern- 
ments and this institution in order 
to help replenish its financial 
strength and its political and moral 
authority,” Annan said. 



Tran Rn<yja and ' Bnkmenis tan, 
together with Azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan, are the littoral states 
of the world’s largest lake . 

"Well, the tripartite company 
will serve as a model for multi-na- 
tional cooperation for other re- 
gional countries,” \fcezi said to 
IRAN NEWS. 

Commenting on the Tajikistan 
crisis, Vaezi said, "Iran welcomes 
the peace process and expects that 
the 1994 Tbhran accord will be 
honored by all concerned parties." 

Tajik President Emamoli 
Rakhmanov and leader of toe op- 
position Islamist forces Seyed 
Abdullah Nouri held a meeting 
Dec. 10-11 in Afghanistan. 

"We condemn violence and 
hope that the peace process will 
continue on toe basis of what both 
sides have agreed to," \feezi said. 

Commenting on Iran’s rela- 
tions with Germany, he said, "It 
all depends on the stance of the 
German Judiciary." 

"Earlier, we used to believe 
t hat like Iran, the Ge rman Judici- 
ary is an independent entity," 
Vaezi said, adding, that toe recent 
move by a German prosecutor 
makes the fact crystal dear that 
German judiciary is under pres- 
sure and influenced by certain bi- 
ased forces, and is not 
independent 

Relations between Iran and 
Germany became strained over a 
Berlin court’s charge last month 
that Iranian officials ordered toe 
lolling of three Kurds and their, 
tr anslat or at the Mykonos Restau- 
rant in Berlin in 1992. 

"Now it all depends on the Ju- 
diciary ... relations between Bonn 
and Tbheran will remain normal if 
h adopts impartial and unbiased 
legal procedures in the Berlin 
murder case," \feezi told IRAN 
NEWS. 



non" donors’ conference in Wash- 
ington on Monday at which 
Lebanon hopes to raise up to $5 
billion to help finance its post-civil 



war reconstruction. 


PFLP Calls for 
Release of Militants 


DAMASCUS. SYRIA - The 
Popular Front for toe Liberation 
of Palestine, a PLO faction, yes- 
terday called on Palestinian 
Leader Yasser Arafat to free ac- 
tivists arrested after two Jewish 
sealers were killed in a drive -by 
shooting this week. 

"The PFLP asks toe Palestinian 
Authority, which has arrested 
more than 27 of its militants, to 
free them immediately;” spokes- 
man Maher Taher said. 

Palestinian police arrested toe 
PFLP militants after Wednesday ’s 
attack near toe self-ruled West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 

The PFLP, a Syria-based 
group opposed to toe Palestinian 
peace accords with Israel, claimed 
responsibility for toe attack, 
which coincided with toe 29to an- 
niversary of the PFLP’s founding . 

Two Hizboflah 
Killed In Attack 
Against Israel! 
Convoy 

MARJAYOUN, LEBANON - 
Two Hizbollah activists were 
killed in an attack yesterday 
against an Israeli army command 
convoy in toe border zone occu- 
pied by Israel in South Lebanon, 


a security official in toe area said. 

The unmarked cars in toe con- 
voy were damaged in toe attack, 
which did not cause any injuries 
among toe Israeli troops, accord- 
ing to initial reports available to 
the official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

A bomb exploded in toe con- 
voy's path on a road in toe central 
area of Israel’s self-declared "se- 
curity zone" and then toe anackers 
fired automatic weapons and anti- 
tank rockets, according to toe re- 
ports. 

A spokesman for Hizbollah's 
military wing, the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack against toe 
convoy, which he said was carry- 
ing senior Israeli officers. 


Important 
Announcements at 
Lebanon Meet 

WASHINGTON, U.S.A. - The 
U.S. State Department said Friday 
important announcements would 
be made at an international meet- 
ing on aid to Lebanon next week, 
but would not say if a U.S. ban on 
travel to Lebanon would be eased. 

Some 30 countries and interna- 
tional financial institutions have 
been invited to the one-day 
"Friends of Lebanon" conference 
Monday at toe Slate Department 
which will discuss reconstruction 
of toe country ravaged by a 16- 
year civil war. 



He was wearing a long shirt, jacket and a round cap, 
traditional Kenyan dress. Ambassador Juma talking to IRAN 
news said, "President Akbar Hashemi Rafisanjani’s visit to 
Kenya was significant" 

The Iranian President visited Kenya last September. 
Ambassadorjuma believes that the visit has opened a number 
of doors for bilateral cooperation. 

Foreign diplomats, headed by their dean, Syrian * 
Ambassador Ahmad al-Hassan, attended the lunch which 
included roast lambs All foods including a variety of sweets 
were prepared by GALA inc, an Iranian company of home 
deliver of food particularly for parties. 

Pakistani Ambassador Khalid Mahmood was talking to 
Venezuelan Eladio Sanz-Sanz. The Venezuelan diplomat told 
us that Iran and his country are to increase the level of their 
diplomatic relations. 

The only female member of the Foreign Diplomatic Corps, 
Sierra Leone Ambassador Haja Alan Col was given special 
treatment when a chair was provided for her to sit on. She 
was talking to other diplomats including South African 
Ambassador Musa Moolla and Kenyan Embassy’s Martin W. 
Nguru. 

We saw Japanese Ambassador Takeshi Ohara who stayed 
at the party for a while and left after greeting Ambassador , 
juma 

Indonesian Ambassador Sumitro was there and was talking 
about a successful meeting of foreign ministers of the 
organization of the Islamic Conference (OlQ held last week in 
Jakarta 

Malaysian Ambassador Mohammed Khalis bin Ali Hassan 
while talking to us was recalling the visit oF his country’s 
Foreign Minister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badavi last month. He 
said the meeting was successful and more visits between the 
two countries were under way. 

Omani Ambassador Musallam bin Bakheet bin Zedian 
al-Barami was looking smart in his non-traditional dress. He 
was talking to Qatari Ambassador Ali Abdul Aziz al-Kwari and 
Palestinian Ambassador salah zawawi. 

We met with Iraqi Charge d'Affaires Salah N. al-Samarmad 
who was looking relaxed because of the U.N. oil-for-food deal 
which started on Tuesday. 

"We had some initial problems but the oil flow is now 
continuing without a hitch," Al-samarmad said. 

Croatian Counselor Zeljko Kupresak told us that Iranian 
Minister of Roads and Transportation Ali Akbar Torkan is due 
to visit his country for a joint commission meeting to be held 
soon. 

Alghan Embassy Counselor Seyed Abdul Azim Mobaiyen 
was also there at the party. 

Greek Embassy’s Joannis Vrailas, Omani Embassy’s Cdr. 
Abdullah Abbas Mohammed al-Blushi and Saif bin Nasser 
al-Badae were among those attending the ceremonies at the 
residence of Ambassadorjuma. 





V- 


J 

i 

i 







IRAN 








NEWS 


Tanzanian Military Drives 
Rwandan Refugees Heme 


BENACO, TANZANIA (Dis- 
patches) - Tanzania’s military be- 
gan a major operation yesterday to 
return hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees home. The 
refugees trudged out of the forests 
and back toward their camps - and 
appeared to be heading home after 
2 1/2 years in exile. 

More than 10,000 soldiers 
fanned out yesterday to round up 
535,000 Rwandan refugees, most 
of whom fled deeper into Tanzania 
from camps on the Rwandan bor- 
der on Thursday. 

The refugees reversed their di- 
rection on Friday, heading back to- 
ward the camps, and the Tanzanian 
troops set up roadblocks to make 
sure they kept going - not only 
back to the camps, but on to the 
Rwandan border. 

The soldiers said they were not 
using force. 

’'We just want to help these 
poor people go home,” said Gen. 
Msuya, the military commander of 
the operation who would not give 
bis first name. ’’We’re not shoot- 
ing anyone.” 

The army stopped reporters at a 
checkpoint near Benaco, 25 kilo- 
meters (15 miles) southeast of the 
Rusumo border crossing. The last 
refugees were passing the check- 
point yesterday. 

Supreme Court 
Defers Hearing on 
Bhutto’s Dismissal 
Appeal 
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 
(AFP) - Pakistan’s top court yes- 
terday deferred hearing former 
Premier Benazir. Bhutto's legal 
challenge to her dismissal last 
month by President Fardoq Ahmed 
Leghari. 

A seven-judge bench of the Su- 
preme Court decided first to hear 
other constitutional writs challeng- 
ing validity of presidential powers 
to dissolve the National Assembly. 

"We bow before the decision of 
the court," said Bhutto’s main 
counsel, Aitzaz Ahsan, a former 
interior minister. 

Leghari, who sacked Bhutto 
and simultaneously disbanded the 
Assembly on November 5, did so 
by invoking the Constitution’s Ar- 
ticle 58-2(B), which has been used 
three times before by presidents. 

Chief Justice Sajjad AIL, who is 
heading the panel of judges, said 
the court first wanted to address of 
the controversy surrounding the 
provision on presidential powers. 

He assured that the court would 
dispose of Bhutto's petition soon, 
taking into account the time re- 
maining before planned general 
elections, which would be unnec- 
essary if the court ruled in Bhutto’s 
favor. 

Leghari has scheduled the eleo- 
tion for February 3. 


The Tanzanian military opera- 
tion was designed to ensure that 
they went not only back to their 
camps, but continued on to 
Rwanda, and a worker from the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent societies 
indicated that it was working. 

The worker, who refused to 
give his name, said radio commu- 
nications from Red Cross stations 
set up along the roads near the bop 
der indicated that refugees were 
moving in large numbers back to- 
ward their homeland. Since jour- 
nalists were not allowed in the 


area, there was no way to confirm 
his account 

The Tanzanian military ordered 
all aid groups and U.N. workers to 
remain in their compounds yester- 
day. But it exempted the Red Cross 
and Oxfam, both of which set up 
way stations on the roads between 
the camps and the border. 

When the refugees fled deeper 
into T anzan ia on Thursday, aid 
workers said they were being 
herded by aimed Hutu militants, 
who fear retribution for the 1994 
slaughter of 500,000 minority Tilt- 
sis in Rwanda if they go home. 


Great Lakes’ Regional 


Summit to Begin Tomorrow 

IAIROBL KENYA (AFP) - ' In Tanzania, more than 300,000 

leads of state and government of Rwandan refugees were on the 
U countries in Africa’s Great move at the end of the week after 


NAIROBI, KENYA (AFP) - 
Heads of state and government of 
all countries in Africa’s Great 
Lakes region will attend a summit 
in Nairobi on Monday, the official 
Kenya news agency reported yes- 
terday. 

Also attending will be Organi- 
zation of African Unity Secretary 
General Salim Ahm ed Salim of 
Tanzania and founding Tanzanian 
President Julius Myerere, who is 
acting as mediator on Burundi, it 
said. 

The Great Lakes area is the fo- 
cus of crises in Zaire, Rwanda and 
Burundi which are affecting all 
neighboring countries. 

In Zaire, rebels led by Zairean 
Tutsis of Rwandan origin backed 
by other opponents of President 
Mobutu Sese Seko’s regime have 
launched an offensive in theeastof 
the country. 

Their attacks caused the flight 
of some million Hutus from refu- 
gee camps, of whom about half a 
million returned en masse to 
Rwanda last month. 


fleeing their camps for fear of 
forced repatriation. 

There have already been several 
summits devoted to Burundi, 
where a Hutu rebellion is challeng- 
ing the Tutsi-dominated army. 

The July 3 1 summit at Arusha 
in Tanzani a imposed economic 
sanctions against the new regime 
which took over after a coup on 
July 25, overthrowing a Hutu 
president and bringing bade to 
power Major Pierre Buyoya, a for- 
mer president 

He has been excluded from pre- 
vious summits. The Kenya news 
agency did not list the countries 
which will attend, but did say "all" 
in the region would be there, im- 
plying that Buyoya or a repre- 
sentative would attend. 

Since Thursday, former Tanza- 
nian President Julius Myerere has 
been organizing consultations at 
Arusha with various parties in foe 
Burundi conflict 


Bangladesh Remembers 
Intellectuals Killed 
During Independence 


DHAKA, BANGLADESH (AFP) 
- Bangladeshis yesterday paid trib- 
ute to dozens of intellectuals killed 
25 years ago during foe war which 
won this South Asian country in- 
dependence from Pakistan. 

Thousands of people, includ- 
ing relatives of the dead and some 
of those accused of assisting in foe 
killings, wore black badges and 
placed wreaths ax graves across 
the country or at a 'temporary' 
memorial set up to them by Bang- 
ladesh's founding Leader Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. 

"The main objective of such a 
brutal killing was to eradicate the 
greatest sons of the soil ... who 
through their merit and talent pro- 
vided courage to the nation for its 
emancipation," Sheikh Hasina 
said. 

Pakistan began a crack down 
on an independence campaign in 
what was then east Pakistan on 
March 25, 1971 in an attempt to 
suppress it. Later Pakistani forces 
began systematically killing engi- 
neers, doctors, teachers, journal- 
ists and other professionals in a 
bid to wipe out foe campaign’s 
leadership. 

Once foe war was won, De- 
cember 14 was named 'Martyred 
Intellectuals Day* as this was the 
day foe greatest number - about 
30 in Dhaka alone - were picked 
up by Pakistani troops or their 


collaborators and killed, just two 
days before foe war was won. The 
fate of many still remains un- 
known 25 years later. 

Even the fundamentaJist 
Jamaat-e-IsIami Party observed 
foe day. The party opposed foe 
birth of Bangladesh and led pro- 
Pakistani militias called Razakar, 
AI-Badr and AI -Shams to help in 
foe killings. 

The Jamaat’s mouthpiece 
newspaper "Daily Sangram" 
(Revolution) published a picture 
of foe first memorial and reported 
foal foe intellectuals "sacrificed 
their lives for foe Bangladesh." 

On Monday the country will 
celebrate its silver jubilee ’Victory 
Day’, marking 25 years since the 
Pakistani army surrendered. 

President Shahab addin Ahmed 
said he hoped foe sacrifice of these 
martyrs’ would inspire the new 
generation in building a happy 
Bangladesh. 

Ahmed added that Bengalis 
would not forget the killings car- 
ried out by foe "Pakistani occupa- 
tion army and their 
collaborators. 0 

National newspapers published 
special reports in memory of foe 
intellectuals saying foe killings 
were aimed at "m aiming the 
emerging nation of Us talented 
people so that Bangladesh re- 
mained crippled." 
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GAZA, GAZA STRIP: An activist of the Hamas Islamic movement shouts pro-Hamas slogans 
during a big rally held in Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip Dec. 13. Around 15,000 supporters of 
Hamas gathered to celebrate the 9th anniversary of the foundation of Hamas and the killing 
by Israeli army of two of its leaders during the Intifada. 

(AFP Photo) 


Oil and 


l Signs $2 Billion 
Gas Contract 


MOSCOW, RUSSIA (AFP) - Az- 
erbaijan yesterday signed a con- 
tract worth two billion dollars to 
develop two oil and gas fields in 
foe Caspian Sea with an interna- 
tional consortium, cutting out its 
powerful Russian neighbor for the 
first time, Russia news agencies 
reported. 

The contract involves the Dan- 
Ulduzu and Ashrafi fields, around 
60 kilometers (35 miles) southeast 
of the capital Baku, which have 
reserves estimated at 150 million 
tons of oil and between 30 and 50 
billion cubic meters of natural gas. 

Shares in foe consortium are 
held by the U.S. companies 
AMOCO (30 percent) and UNO- 
CAL (25.5 percent), Itochu of Ja- 
pan (20 percent) and foe Saudi 
company Delta (4.5 percent). The 


Azerbaijani national oil company 
SOCAR also bolds 20 percent. 

The foreign partners paid an 
"entrance ticket” totaling around 
$75 million, foe Russian news 
agencies said. 

There are no Russian compa- 
nies in foe consortium, unlike past 
contracts drawn up by Azerbaijan, 
which had always included foe 
Russian oil giant, Lukoil. 

However, sources quoted by 
Interfax news agency, said Lukoil 
could acquire an interest indirectly 
because SOCAR planned to link 
the development of Dan-Ulduzu 
and Ashrafi with the nearby Kara- 
bakh field. 

Lukoil is the biggest share- 
holder in foe consortium exploit- 
ing foe Karabakh field at 32.5 
percent. 

Azerbaijani President Haidar 


EU Warns Burma on Safety of 
Opposition Leader Aung San Suu Kyi 



DUBLIN, IRELAND (AFP) - The 
European Union yesterday issued 
a stark warning to foe Burmese 
government that it would- hold it 
responsible for foe personal safety 
of opposition Leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 

The EU, in a statement issued at 
its summit here, also expressed 
"deep concern" over reports of re- 
cent police brutality against stu- 
dent demonstrators in Burma, 
citing rights of free assembly and 
expression and calling for re- 


straint 

But it focused on fears over 
tightening restrictions by foe State 
Law and Order Restoration Coun- 
cil (SLORC) on foe movements of 
the Nobel . peace laureate and 
leader of foe National League for 
Democracy (NLD), who, accord- 
ing to associates had not left her 
Rangoon home tbr a week. 

Access to Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
residence on suburban Rangoon’s 
University Avenue, which was 
blocked a week ago after the out- 
break of student unrest, remained 
sealed off yesterday. 

And reports in Rangoon said 
she foiled to show up for her 
nephew’s wedding at a Buddhist 
temple yesterday morning, al- 
though it was not clear if she had 
been prevented from leaving her 
compound by authorities. 

- The EU statement expressed 
"deep concern at persistent reports 
that further infringements on the 
personal safely" of Aung San Suu 
Kyi "may be imminent." 

"The European Union will hold 
the SLORC folly responsible for 
the physical -welt-being of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi," it said. 
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Aliyev was present for the signing 
of foe contract in the Azerbaijani 
capital Baku, which will have to 
be ratified fay Parliament before it 
entera into force. The contract mil 
be valid for 25 years. 

ft is the fourth major contract 
signed by Baku with international 
consortiums since 1994 to exploit 
Caspian oil. 

The first "contract of foe cen- 
tury” worth eight billion dollars 
was signed in September 1994, 
followed by one worth three bil- 
lion dollars in November 1995 and 
a third worth four billion last June. 

Tito collapse of foe framer So- 
viet Union has rendered obsolete 
foe treaties of 1921 and 1940 
which divided up foe Caspian Sea 
between Iran and foe Soviet Un- 
ion. 

No new judicial statute has 
been conceived to share up foe 
resources of the sea, which is now 
bordered by five states, foe former 
Soviet republics of Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan as 
well as Russia and Iran. 

Despite Lope/ 
Indictment, GM 
Determined to 
Press Case 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN. U.SA 
(AFP) - General Motors is deter- 
mined to press its case for admis- 
sion of wrongdoing ami financial 
reparation from Volkswagen, de- 
spite the inriic tm e n t of former 
VW purchasing Chief Jose Igna- 
cio Lopez de Amoitua on corpo- 
rate spying charges. 

Lopez, who worked for GM 
before defecting to VW in March 
1993, was charged Friday in 
Darmstadt, Germany with retain- 
ing property stolen from GM and - 
betrayal of its company and com- 
mercial secrets. 

German prosecutors said that if 
Lopez is found guilty he could 
face up to five years in jafl. 

VW Chai rman Ferdinand 
Piech publicly expressed regret 
over the affair. 
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Strike Call by Religious 
Groups Disrupts Life in Karachi 
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KARAOED, PAKISTAN (AFP) - 

A partial strike yesterday disrupted 
{ife in Pakistan’s commercial capi- 
tal of Karachi as Muslim groups 
protested against a member of the 
*r) AJunadi sect being made a provin- 
cial nabrikeg , witnesses said. 

-' Road traffic was thin and major 
jnaxfc^wem closed after a strike 
cafl by an alliance of religious pap 
des ’ inchidihg Sunni Tehreek. 
iamaat-e lslami, Jamiat-e-Ulema 
Islam and Jamiat Ulema Pakistan. 

The strike affected attendance 
at government and private offices 
and educational institutions as 
peopkrbad problem finding trans- 
port : - 

.. There was heavy deployment 
of police and paramilitary troops 
and patrolling was intensified in 
parts of the City- 

Hundreds of activists from die 
Sunni Tehreek staged ademonstra- 
tion Friday, leading to clashes with 
police in which eight people were 
injured and more than a dozen ve- 
hicles were damaged in stone- 
dirowing. 

The religious parties are de- 
manding dismissal of Kanwar 
Idrees, minister for finance, plan- 
ning and development in Sindh 
Province, because he belongs to 
die minority Ahmadi sect. 

Ahmadis in Pakistan lost their 
legal status as Muslims in 1974 
when the Parliament declared diem 
a non-Muslim sect for not sub- 
scribing to the general Muslim be- 
lief that Mohammad was die last 
prophet The minority sect alleges 
harassment of its members by 
Muslims. 

"It is a religious matter. The 
government should understand it 
and immediateh remove the Ah- 
madi minister from the Cabinet" 
said Chief of the Sunni Tehrik, 
Saleem Qadri. 

The religious groups demand- 



KARACHI, PAKISTAN: Two policemen beat an activist of the 
Sunni Muslim extremist p arty, "Sunni Tehrik", after the protest- 
ers and police had scuffled Dec. 13. Protesters set ablaze tires 
on the streets, damaged several vehicles and police resorted to 
teargas during the demonstration against the induction of a 
non-Muslim minister belonging to the Ahmadi sect in the Sindh 
provincial Cabinet 

(AFP Photo) 


mg dismissal of Idrees have organ- 
ized a series of demonstrations in 
die past two weeks in Karachi, 
Sindh’s capital. 


Pakistan's Nobel prize laureate 
scientist Abdus Salam, who died in 
London last month, belonged to 
the Ahmadi sect 


Cyprus Plans to Buy 
Russian Missiles 


NICOSIA, CYPRUS (AFP) - The 
Greek-Cypriot government on die 
divided Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus is negotiating with Russia 
to buy s-300 ground-to-air mis- 
siles, despite strong warnings from 
Ankara. * 

Yannakis Cassoulides, spokes- 
^ man for the Greek-Cypriot admini- 
stration in Nicosia, told state radio 
late Friday that Cyprus, was "nego- 
tiating die purchase of S-300 mis- 
siles from Russia," but he gave no 
further details. 

"Cyprus is an independent state 
and can decide all matters related 
to its defense,” added Cassoulides. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller is preparing to fly to 
Moscow next week for talks aimed 


at persuading Russia to back out of 
the deal, said the radio. 

Turkey on Tuesday warned the 
Cypriot government against "arm- 
ing heavily", saying it would not 
allow increased threats against the 
Turkish Cypriots. 

"I want to make it clear that 
Turkey will not allow for increas- 
ing threats against the (breakaway) 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cy- 
prus and itself. Inal Batu, a senior 
Turkish diplomat, said in Turkish- 
occupied north Cyprus. 

In August the Turkish-Cypriot 
leadership urged Russia not to go 
through with a sale of 50 modem 
tanks to the Greek-Cypriot govern- 
ment, but the first deliveries took 
place m October. 


Hindus Ransack Newspaper 
Office, Beat Up Staff 
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BOMBAY, INDIA (AFP) - Some 
1.000 Hindu fundamentalists ran- 
sacked die office of a leading 
Dew spaper here yesterday and beat 
up journalists fra: criticizing mili- 
tant Hindu Leader Bal Thackeray. 

Journalists at "Apia Mahan a- 
gft" (Our Metropolis) said die at- 
tackers belonging to the ruling 
Shiv Sena Party stormed the daily 
for the second day in a row.» 

The raiders ripped out tele- 
phone cables, smash ed window 
FHoes, beat up journalists and non- 


journalists and tried to set the of 
fice on fire, several witnesses said. 

"There were some policemen 
near our office, but they did noth- 
ing to protect lis," said Nikhil 
Wagle, the daily’s editor. "This is 
terrorism and a serious threat 
to our lives " 

The Shiv Sena, beaded by 
Thackeray, rules the western In- 
dian state ofMaharashtra, of which 
Bombay is the capital. The Maha- 
n agflr is a vocal critic of Thackeray 
and bis party. 


U.S. Regrets 
Bomb Jettisoning 
Off Okinawa 

TOKYO, JAPAN (AFP) - U.S. 
Secretary Of State Warren Christo- 
pher expressed regret yesterday 
over the jettisoning of a bomb by a 
U.S. fighter in the sea off Okinawa 
this week, Japanese officials said. 

Christopher conveyed his re- 
grets during a 1 5-minute conversa- 
tion with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yukihiko Dceda, the offi- 
cials said. 

On Friday, the Tokyo govern- 
ment filed a complaint over the 
incident with the U.S. Embassy 
here. 

According to the U.S. marine 
corps, the fighter jet pilot was 
forced to drop the 1,000-pound 
(450-kilogram) bomb off Oki- 
nawa’s Naha Airport, after failing 
to release it over a training target, 
because the aircraft was running 
out of fuel. 

The incident on Tuesday has 
sparked fresh protests among Oki- 
nawans, opposed to the concentra- 
tion of U.S. bases and troops there. 
The anger was fueled further by the 
central government’s delay in no; 
tifying the local authorities of the 
bomb. 

Anti-U.S. anger on Okinawa 
took off after last year’s rape of 
12-year-old girl by three U.S. serv- 
icemen. 

The bomb is believed to be ly- 
ing in tbe seasome seven miles (1 1 
kilometers) west of the airport on 
the main Okinawan island. 


Tajik Clashes Continue 
Despite Cease-fire 


MOSCOW, RUSSIA (AFP) - in- 
tense clashes continued yesterday 
in central Tajikistan, violating a 
cease-fire between die government 
and Islamic opposition forces, In- 
terfax reported citing Russian mill-, 
tary sources. 

Unconfirmed reports said 20 
government troops had been killed 
in a clash at Labidzhar, 130 kilo- 
meters (78 miles) east of the capital 
Dushanbe, the agency said, adding 
that the opposition had continued 
to make territorial gains. 

A team of United Nations ob- 
servers and representatives of both 
sides were due in the combat zones 


yesterday in an attempt to ensure 
that the cease-fire, signed on 
Wednesday in Afghanistan, would 
be respected. 

Tajik President Emoroali 
Rakhmonov and Said Abdullah 
Noun, head of the Islamic rebels, 
bad agreed to the truce until next 
Thursday, when talks are due to be 
held on a Tajik peace plan in Mos- 
cow. 

The failed cease-fire is believed 
to be a result of a clash between 
Nouri, head of the opposition’s 
military wing, and Akbar Turand- 
jonzade, leader of its political 
wing, who opposes the truce, Inter- 
fax reported. 


Taliban Cache of Buried 
Ex-Government Weapons 


KABUL, AFGHANISTAN (AFP) 
- Afghanistan’s Taliban militia has 
seized an American-made Stinger 
anti-aircraft missile and a large 
cache of former government weap- 
ons that had been buried under- 
ground, Kabul officials said 
yesterday. 

O fficials at die Taliban-con- 
trolled Radio Shariat told AFP 
that the shoulder-fired missile was 
captured on Friday at Qargab cen- 
ter west of Kabul. 

The U.S. government gave 
Stingers to the Mujahedeen during 
the latter years of their 1979-89 
Jihad (holy war) against occupy- 
ing Soviet forces to counter Soviet 
air-power. 

During the presidency of 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who fled 
north when the Taliban took Kabul 
on September 27, a black market 
for Stingers grew from uncon- 
firmed reports that the United 
States wonld buy back unused 
missiles for $100,000 each. 

Radio Shariat also reported the 
capture of a large cache of muni- 
tions last Thursday from the house 
of Rabbani’s former minister of 
water and power, in a village 
north of Kabul. . 

"This was a vase quantity of 
arms - enough to fill 10 truck- 
loads," said a radio official. 

The arms cache was reported 
to have been buried underground 
and protected by a belt of anti-per- 
sonnel mines, which had to be 
cleared. 

The assorted cache contained 
AK-47 assault rifles, anti-aircraft 
heavy machine-guns, recoiUess ri- 
fles and anti-personnel mines. 

Telephone communications 


equipment was also unearthed in 
die haul. Excavation was still con- 
tinuing in the area, the official 
said. 

These cache was located well 
behind the frontlines where the 
fundamentalist militia is battling a 
coalition anti -Taliban alliance 
forces, including former govern- 
ment troops. 

The main road front-line is 
holding at the village of Kalakan. 
about 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
north of the capital. 

"It is quiet on the frontlines, 
and has been for the past two 
days, ” said acting Information and 
Culture Minister, Mullah Amir 
Khan Muttaqi. 



TOKYO, JAPAN - Japan 
and the United States 
reached a basic agree- 
ment yesterday over the 
simmering dispute over 
liberalization of the Japa- 
nese insurance market. 
Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka said. 

MANAMA, BAHRAIN - 
Bahrain’s State Security 
Court will issue its ruling 
on two Qataris charged 
with spying on December 
18, a government official 
said yesterday. 

BANGALORE, INDIA - 
Two people were killed 
and three inujured when 
police opened fire yester- 
day to control a rioting 
mob in a southern Indian 
town, police said. 

MOSCOW, RUSSIA - 
Russia’s airborne troops 
are to be reduced by 
nearly a quarter — from 
63,000 to 48,500 - by the 
end of the year, a spokes- 
man for commanders told 
Interfax news agency yes- 
terday. 

(DISPATCHES) 


Bosnian Local Elections 
Probably in June 

SARAJEVO (AFP) - Long-de- " " 


layed Bosnian local elections may 
be held next June, the OSCE's 
mission chief in Bosnia, Robert 
Fro wick, said here yesterday. 

"My recommendation is June, 
which gives ns many months yet 
to prepare," the U.S. diplomat told 
a press conference in the Bosnian 
capital. 

The problem vote has already 
been postponed twice over par- 
ties’ manipulation of voter lists 
along ethnic lines. 

Fro wick has faced opposition 
from the Muslim-Croat Federa- 
tion which believes too much 
ground had been ceded to Bos- 
nia’s separatist Seibs by the 
OSCE to win their agreement on 
the holding of the polls. 

They fear that the Seibs may 



DUBLIN, IRELAND: German Chancellor Helmut Kohl (L) ges- 
ticulates as he chats with French President Jacques Chirac 
during the traditional group photo session during the summit of 
European Union heads of s£ate and government at Dublin Dec. 
13. 

(AFP Photo) 


abuse absentee ballot systems to 
ensure they have majorities in key 
towns. 

The OSCE said a December 1 
agreement with the Serbs was an 
outline document which had yet 
to be finalized. However it contro- 
versially includes a regulation in 
which refugees and displaced per- 
sons are allowed to vote in the lo- 
cation of their choice, rather than 
in their place of origin. 

"This memorandum of under- 
standing permits Republika 
Srpska to sign the prolongation of 
the OSCE mandate, along with 
presidents (Alija) Izetbegovic and 
(Kresinur) Zubak." respectively 
the Muslim and Croat repre- 
sentatives on Bosnia's three- 
member collegial presidency. 

The strategic northeastern 
town of Brcko. which is under in- 
ternational arbitration and coveted 
by both Bosnia's entities, was a 
target for blatant Serb vote-stack- 
ing in September, when the local 
elections, due to be held then as 
pan of a multi-tier vole, were 
postponed. 

"Municipal elections should 
not take place before Brcko is 
clarified.” Frowick told reponers 
yesterday. 

"Assuming that the arbitration 
will be made early in the year. 
Brcko could be included in these 
elections," added Frowick. refer- 
ring to the aibitration decision due 
to be taken in February. 

He promised "a very substan- 
tial build-up of OSCE capabilities 
to deal with application forms" in 
a bid to properly register voters 
and avoid a repetition of the con- 
ditions which caused previous 

"Control should be in the 
hands of OSCE people and other 
international or ganizati ons, and 
not in the hands of state authori- 
ties," be added. 
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Whiplash Road to ‘Riches’ at Rodeo 
Championship 


"N 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA (AFP) - Cowboys are mounting America’s 
meanest Bulls and Broncos for the National Finals Rodeo's (NFR) richest 
purse yet: S3 .2 million. World champion is the most coveted title in 
professional rodeo, and only those cowboys willing to spend 200 days 
year on the road competing in 80 to 1 25 rodeos can hope for the title. The| 
10-day NFR’s seven events have sold out a 16,500-seat arena and will be 
aired across the United States on the ESPN2 Network. The burgeoning 
media coverage has fueled the rise in prize money from $59,000 in 1959 
to this year’s $3 2 million. 


Sports Highlights 


A 


Navratilova Appointed 
Captain of U.S. Fed Cup Team 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Martina Navratilova, the only player to lead two 
different countries to Fed Cup titles, has been appointed captain of the 
United States team for 1997. 

The 40-y ear-old Navratilova, who was never beaten in 37 matches 
(20 singles and 1 7 doubles) in the annual women’s team event, replaces 
Billie Jean King. 

King was in charge of the successful 1996 United States side which 
won the competition for a 1 5th time by beating Spain in Atlantic City in 
September. 

Navratilova was also a member of the Czechoslovakia team which 
won the cup in 1975. She became a U.S. citizen in 1981 and began 
playing Fed Cup for the United States in 1 982, helping them to the 1982 
1986 and 1989 titles. 

The former world number-one’s last appearance in the event was in 
the first round of the world group in 1995, when she and Gigi Fernandez 
defeated Austria's Barbara Schett and Petra Schwarz. 



"I drink 1 can really help," said 
Navratilova after her appointment 
"I can teach the women a thing 
or two about the game and it will 
be a great pleasure to work with 
these champions." 


The United States open their ti- 
tle defense against the Netherlands 
in Haarlem on March 1-2. 


Pakistan Keep 
Australia Guessing 


ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA (AFP) - Australian all-rounder Steve 
Waugh’s biggest concern here Saturday was not his injury problems but 
Pakistan’s unpredictability heading into Sunday’s triangular one-day 
cricket match at the Adelaide Oval. 

"You never know what to expect from the Pakistanis," said Wash, 
who feels he has recovered sufficiently from a groin injury to play against 
Wasim Akram’s team. 

"They're a class act with a lot of really talented players who can beat 
anyone on their day," he said. "It’s just a matter of whether they click." 

Things didn't click too well for Pakistan here Friday, resulting in an 
embarrassing first-up loss to the Australian Cricket Academy. 

The under-strength Tourists lost eight wickets for 74 as they tumbled 
to a surprise 1 3-run defeat 

Wash has declared himself fit after testing the groin injury, which kept 
him out of the second Sydney test against the West Indies and Australia’s 
first two one-dayers, in Austral ia A’s six-wicket win over the West Indies 
in Melbourne Friday. 

Wash, who made 12 runs for Australia a and bowled five overs, said 
Saturday be felt no after-effects. 

The Australians have yet to be exposed to the pace bowling of 
20-year-old Mohammad Zahid, who burst onto the international scene 
less than a month ago, taking 1 1 wickets on his test debut. 

Australia bas also seen little of Pakistan "pinch-hitter” Shahid Afridi, 
who smacked the fastest one-day century in 37 balls against Sri Lanka 
earlier this year. 

Pakistan has been bit by illness but is likely to have a full 14-man 
squad available, wicketkeeper Moin Khan is expected to have recovered 
from influenza which kept him out of Friday’s game. 



TEHRAN: French mountain-climbing instructors Tierry Bari- 
taud (R), Dominique Dumas (middle) and Pierre de Coninck, 
conducting special cave climbing classes at Bande-Yakhchal 
north of Tehran (ate September. 
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Hendry Crashes to O’Sullivan 

OSNABRUCK, GERMANY (AFP) - Ronnie O’Sullivan handed out a 
shock 5-2 defeat to Scotland’s Stephen Hendry here late Friday to reach 
a best-of-eleven frame semi-final against British Open champion Nigel 
Bond. Bond, the world number-five, earlier beat Ehgiisb compatriot Mark 
Davis by the same scoreline. O’Sullivan’s fourth-frame 104, the 109th 
century of his career, was the highest of a match lasting only 74 minutes. 
He also added a run of 82 plus two valuable clearances of 92 m frame 
three and 67 m the seventh. 
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NEW JERSEY: Michael Jordan <R) of the Chicago Bulls drives towards the basket against 
Kendall Gill of the New Jersey Nets in game action December 13 at the Continental Arena in 
East Rutherford. 

- (AFP Photo) 


Japan’s Takagi Is Back 


ABU DHABI (Reuter) - Striker 
Takuya Takagi returns after miss- 
ing one game through injury to 
lead Japan's attack in an Asian Cup 
quarter-final clash with Kuwait 

In today’s other quarter-final, 
hosts the United Arab Emirates 
take on former Persian Gulf war 
enemy Iraq in Abu Dbabi. 

Takagi was clearly missed by 
Japan ia their 1-0 victory against 
China and his return should boost 
his country’s chances of maintain- 
ing the only 100 percent record in 
the competition. 

Japan had most of tbe posses- 
sion against China but could not 
find a way through until injury 
time when defender Naoki Soma 
clinched the winner. 

Takagi had scored a goal in 
each of Japan's two previous 
Group matches, a 2-1 win over 
Syria and a 4-0 drubbing oFUzbek- 

istan. 

His striking partner Kazuyoshi 
Miura, Japan’s most famous foot- 
baller, is yet to show his best form. 
He has scored ooe goal so for. 

But if Miura is struggling, mid- 
fielder Masakiyo Maezono is liv- 
ing up to his tag as Japan's most 
promising youngster. He domi- 
nated the midfield in the game 
against Uzbekistan, where he 
scored two goals in foe last four 


minutes. 

Kuwait go into foe match on foe 
back of a surprise 2-0 victory over 
one of the favorites South Korea, 
who co-host foe 2002 World Cup 
with Japan, in their final Group 
match. 

The Kuwaitis had struggled in 
their first two games, drawing 2-2 
against newcomers Indonesia and 
squandering a 2-0 lead to go down 
2-3 against foe U.A.E.. 

But they dominated foe Kore- 
ans and their East European coach 
Milan Macala promised that the 
Kuwaiti "Football Show" had just 
begun with their surprise victory. 

The Japanese players must cope 
with foe strength of striker Jassem 
al Houwaidi and contain inspira- 
tional captain Wail al- H abash i for 
foe favorites to go through. 

The two teams meet in AI-Ain. • 

Hosts the U-AE. have been 
probably the surprise' team of the 
12-nation tournament They held 
South Korea in foe opening match 
to a 1-1 draw then went on to come 
from behind and beat Kuwait and 
recorded a 2-0 victory against In- 
donesia! 

Their veteran captain Adrian 
AI-Talyani is in fine form and in 
Zuhair Bkhait they have a super- 
sub on foe bench wbo madp things 
happen when he came on in each 


ofU.A.E’s Group matches. 

Iraq qualified for foe quarter-fi- 
nals from a strong group where 
they bad foe same number of points 
as fended Saudi Arabia and triple 
champion Iran. 

Iraq reached the test eight with 
solid performances despite being foe 
leastpreparedofall finalists, thanks to 
foe fine performances of veteran 
striker Laith Shihaib and his striking 
partner Hay derM^eed. 

Iraq have not played an interna- 
tional fixture in Baghdad since 
U.N. sanctions were imposed for 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Tbe Asian Football Confedera- 
tion (AFC) will have a problem if 
Kuwait upset Japan and Iraq beat 
foe U.A.E. as they will have to 
meet in foe semis. Kuwait have 
said that they would pull out of foe 
tournament rather than play Iraq. 

Iran play South Korea in Dubai 
and Saudi Arabia take on China in 
Abu Dhabi in the other two-quarter 
finals on Monday. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - Another 
possible Super Bowl preview, Dal- 
las vs New England, highlights 
National Football League action 
this weekend, when six of 12 play- 
off spots will be up for grabs. 

Despite injury problems, foe 
drug suspension of Leon Lett and 
offensive doldrums, the reigning 
Super Bowl champion Cowboys 
can clinch another National Con- 
ference East title with a victory 
over foe Patriots, who are already 
assured of a playoff berth and want 
a win to seal foe American Confer- 
ence East crown. 

The Cowboys have been aided 
in their bid fora Super Bowl repeat 
by their slumping Division rivals, 
Washington and Philadelphia. 

After a sparkling seven-game 
winning streak, foe Redskins have 
lost their last three, and four of 
their last five. 

The Redskins were limited to 
.41 yards rushing in last Sunday's 
24-10 loss at Tampa Bay. They 
played foe Bucs without six injured 
starters, two of whom, wide re- 
ceiver Michael Westbrook and of 
fensive tackle Ed Simmons, might 
return against Arizona. 

But Washington have lost six of 
their last seven against foe Cardi- 
nals, including four straight in Ari- 
zona. 
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The Eagles need a win over foe 
hapless New York Jets on Saturday 
to clinch a playoff spot, and they 
also need a Washington defeat 

Also on Saturday, Chicago host 
San Diego. 

Another AFC vs NFC battle pits 
AFC Central champions Pitts- ^ 
burgh against San Francisco. San 
Francisco are already assured of a 
playoff berth, but they are vying 
with upstarts Carolina for foe NFC 
West title. 

The Panthers, who beat San 
Francisco twice this season, can 
clinch foe Division title with a win 
against Baltimore and a San Fran- 
cisco loss. 

Pittsburgh are still is playing for 
a bye-week and home-field advan- 
tage in foe early rounds of the 
playoffs. 

NFC Centra] winners Green 
Bay need a win at Detroit and a 
Carolina loss or tie. NFC Contra! 
rivals Minnesota also have a 
chance of earning a post-season 
spot with a win against Tampa 
Bay. 

» In other games, Kansas City can 
clinch a spot with a win over Indi- 
anapolis, who have to win to keep 
their postseason hopes alive, Cin- 
cinnati visit Houston, foe New 
York Giants host New Orleans, St 
Louis are at Atlanta, Denver host 
Oakland and Seattle travel to Jack- 
sonville. 
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IMF Resumes Lending to Russia 


WASHINGTON (Renter) - The 
International Monetary Fund said 
onFnday it approved the resump- 
tion of lending to Russia, giving 
the go-ahead for the release of 
roughly $336 million to the strug- 
gling country. 

"Executive directors approved 
tie disbursement of the monthly 
(loan) tranche," an IMF spokes- 
man said in. a statement 

Tbs IMF had withheld paying 
two monthly loan tranches to Rus- 
sia in October and November; 
largely because of dissatisfaction 
with the low level of government 
revenues. 

Since then, the country has 
worked to get back into the IMF’s 


good graces through a concerted 
drive to get Russian companies to 
pay . the taxes they owe. 

In his statement, the IMF 
spokesman made note of Mos- 
cow s efforts, citing the country’s 
"improved revenue performance." 

He also mentioned Russia’s ef- 
forts to put its budget policy back 
on a sounder path, its "appropriate 
conduct" of monetary policy anH 
its steps to restructure its econ- 
omy. 

The money is being harvi^ 
over under a $10.2 billion, three- 
year Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF) loan agreement that the 
IMF struck with Russia last year: 


Kuwait Sees No 
Change in Oil Prices 


KUWAnVOTY (AFP) - Kuwait’s 
oil wwfflgter, Issa Mohammed al- 
Maadi, said on Friday that he 
does expect Iraq’s return to the oil 
market to affect erode prices. 

"The amount exported by Iraq 
bad already been taken into con- 
sideration when OPEC (Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries) members fixed their 
quotas, and Iraq’s return to the 
market will not affect prices," 
Mazidi was quoted by the official 
Kuna news agency as' saying. 

Mazidi made the comments 
before leaving for a meeting in 
Cairo on Saturday of the Organi- 
zation of Arab Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OAPEC). 

Iraqi crude started flowing 


through a pipeline to Turkey on 
Wednesday under the first signifi- 
cant hrrmarmarian exemption to 
six years of crippling U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

A -review of Iraq’s output quo- 
tas is due every three mouths un- 
der U.N Security Council 
Resolution 986 which allows Iraq 
to export two billion dollars of oil 
every _ six months — or up to 
550,000 barrels of od per day at 

c urrent pri ces 

Oil prices in London fell below 
$23 per barrel Wednesday after 
Iraq resumed oil exports, but re- 
main around post-Persian Gulf 
war high levels. 


One-Third of Loans 
Fall Short 


■WASHINGTON (Reuter) - The 
World Bank said on Friday that an 
independent ?ndh of some $22 
bflfion of its loans to developing 
countries found nearly one-third 
fell short of goals and were 
deemed unsatisfactory. 

The review, conducted by an 
independent evaluation depart- 
ment at the bank, found that 68 
percera of loans bad satisfactory 
outcomes in 1995. That compared 
to 66 percent mite previous year 
The bank said it was a modest 
improvement but not a break from 
the long-term trend. 

Tb be judged satisfactory, a 
lending project must meet goals 


that are in keeping with the bank's 
assis tance strategy and must be 
consistent with the bank’s overall 
goal of poverty reduction The 
loans must also use resources effi- 
ciently. 

The audit reviewed 264 loans 
to 80 countries. 

Looking at factors that affected 
lending projects in 1995, the bank 
said war and civil strife played a 
major role. 

It said that the East Asia and 
Pacific region was the best per- 
forming region with 94 percent of 
projects rated satisfactory. 

Africa ranked the lowest, with 
49 percent rated satisfactory. 


Japan-U.S. Insurance Talks Begin 


>KYO (Reuter) - Japan and the 
kited States began a last-ditch 
bit on Saturday to resolve a 
pore over the deregulation of 
ranese insurance market before 
Sunday deadline, officials said. 

"I sincerely hope this insurance 
negotiation win be peacefully set- 
tled," Japanese Finance Minister 
Hiroshi Mrtsuzuka told Acting 
U.S. Trade Representative Char- 
lene Barshefsky when the talks 
opened. 

Mitsuzuka thanked Barshsfsky 
for reading his letter while she 
was in Singapore to attend the in- 
augural ministeria l conf erence of 
the World Trade Organization. 
The five-day gathering ended on 
Friday. 

He also noted Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashhnoto had written to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and re- 
ceived a prompt reply. He did not 
elaborate on the .contents of the 
letters. 

. Clinton has described the dis- 
pute as the biggest trade problem 
between the two countries. Wash- 
“gton has declined to say what 


action it would take should the is- 
sue not be resolved, hot said they 
were keeping ail options open. 

The disagreement centers on 
U.S. charges that Japan is plan- 
ning to renege on a 1994 trade 
agreement on the deregulation of 
its $400 billion insurance market. 

State 
Property 
Sale Blocked 

ANKARA TURKEY (AP) - The 
constitutional court on Thursday 
blocked the sale of state property, 
upsetting government plans to 
curb the budget deficit 

The property up for sale in- 
cluded several luxury hotels, hos- 
tels for teachers and government 
shares in major highways and 
bridges. 

The government hoped to raise 
some $10 billion from the prop- 
erty sales and $14 billion from the 
other sources. The budget deficit 
is expected to reach $12.5 billion 

this yean 

The court’s explanation of its 
ruling will come at^aterdare^^ 


EU Summit Seals Landmark 


Single Currency 

DUBLIN (Reuter) - European 
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JOHN BRUTON 


Union leaders marched forward to 
the goal of a single currency on 
Friday, breaking a Franco-Ger- 
man deadlock and sealing a land- 
mark budget discip line pact to 
bolster the new euro at its launch 
just two years away. 

The leaders also unveiled an 
initiative to create jobs in Western 
Europe and set their sights on a 
new EU treaty to be agreed next 
year to prepare the 15-nation bloc 
for a wave of new entrants 
mainly from the former Commu- 
nist East 

Irish Prime Minis ter John 
Bruton, who hosted tire summit in 
Dublin, said the leaders’ ability to 
crack the thorny issue of a single 
currency budget pact showed the 
strong political will in Europe for 
Economic and Monetary Union 
(EMU). 

But he did not play down the 
Herculean task the European Un- 
ion now faced of shaping itself up 
for the 21st century. 

"(Agreeing the new treaty will) 
need the sort of inspiration which 
was had by those who framed the 
original constitution of the United 
States of America in the 1780s," 
he said. 

Symbolically, on the day the 
EU leaders sealed the budget pact 
that paved tire way for the intro- 
duction of the single currency, 
European monetary authorities 
also unveiled their design for the 
future euro banknotes. 

The notes avoid national sym- 
bols, landmarks or figures, featur- 
ing generic European 
architectural designs and bridges 
instead. But they leave space for 
each member state to put a na- 
tional symbol if the EU so de- 
cides. 

The budget pact agreed on Fri- 


day was tough enough to satisfy 
the Bonn government which 
wants the euro to be as strong as 
the mark Germans will soon have 
to do without 

But EU leaders also made con- 
cessions to France and other de- 
fenders of national sovereignty, 
by allowing for a political judg- 
ment on whether to levy fines on 
those who overspend. 

"This is a victory for Europe. 
This is a victory for the euro,” 
European monetary affairs com- 
missioner Yves-Thibault de Sfl- 
gny exulted, saying approval of a 
"stability and growth pact" had 
stmt the right signal to financial 
markets. 

German Finance Minister 
Tbeo Waigel, who had pressed for 
the strictest possible rules of fiscal 
orthodoxy, told a news conference 
he was satisfied with the outcome, 
even th o u g h it fell short of the 
binding, automatic sanctions 
Bonn had sought 


. "The stability pact is a credible 
signal that the euro will be a hard 
currency." he said. Asked whether 
the euro would be as hard as the 
Deutsche mark, Waigel said "ja- 
wohll" (yes indeed). 

The summit which on Satur- 
day was to concentrate mainly on 
EU expansion, also approved the 
legal basis of the euro and a 
mechanism linking it to the cur- 
rencies of member states that do 
not immediate ly join monetary 
union. 

And it formally, confirmed 
Dutch Central Batik Governor 
Wim Duisenberg as head of the 
European Monetary Institute 
(EMI) from next July, succeeding 
Belgian Alexandre Lamfalussy. 

Under the compromise budget 
pact clinched in Dublin, leaders 
agreed that countries would be ex- 
empted from penalties for deficits 
of more than three percent of 
gross domestic prodact if their 
economies shrank by more than 
two percent in a year 


Asia Hails WTO Pact for Helping 


HONG KONG (Reuter) - Asian 
countries hail ed a World Trade 
Organization (WTO) accord to 
help the poor; but reactions were 
mixed to another portion of the 
pact that would do away with in- 
formation technology tariffs. 

While government officials 
and experts in Tokyo, Thiwan, and 
Manila welcomed the effort to 
loosen restrictions on information 
technology trade, a Chinese trade 
expert said China and other na- 
tions would resist such moves. 

Ministers from the WTO on 
Friday sealed a sweeping pact to 
free commerce in information 
technology, help the poor and set 
the agenda of world trade talks for 
the rest of the century. 

The accord followed a week of 
intense and often acrimonious ne- 
gotiations among the 128-member 
world trade watchdog. 

"Wft welcome the fact that the 
WTO conference achieved much 
mare than expected, despite diffi- 
culties," chief cabinet secretary 
Seiroku Kajfyama told a news 
conference on Friday. 

"This is vital for the mainte- 
nance and development of the 
free, mi i bilate ral trade system," 
said Kajfyama, the top Japanese 
government spokesman. 

Taiwan’s prodigious computer 
exporters hailed the progress to- 
wards freeing commerce in infor- 
mation technology, saying it 
would benefit the global industry. 

Acer Inc and first international 
computer shrugged off concerns 
that a pact signed by 28 states — 
including Taiwan - to ehnrinaie 


the Poor 

tariffs by 2000 would lead to a 
"technology invasion" of less-de- 
veloped countries. 

"Many countries are afraid of 
the so-called technology invasion 
and therefore are against lowering 
tariffs," Acer Chairman Stan Shih 
said in a statement 

"But this merely hinders full 
implementation and development 
of technology," Shih said. 

A Chinese trade expert on Fri- 
day welcomed the accord that 
pledged help for the poor but said 
China and other nations would 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA (AP) - 
Tbs National Assembly on Friday 
approved a 71.4 trillion won ($85 
billion) budget for 1997 that 
promised more weapons for sol- 
diers and more subsidies for farm- 
ers. 

Defense, up 12.6 percent from 
last year to 14.35 trillion won 
($17 billion), took a major portion 
of the budget 20 percent reflect- 
ing South Korea's preoccupation 
with threats from North Korea. 

The 12.6 percent increase was 
the highest in five years. 

The legislature added $100 
' milli on for mililaiy spending to 
the o riginal budget plan submitted 
by the government. 

But it slashed ap p ropriations in 
other sectors, resulting in an over- 
all 238 mini on cot from the origi- 
nal budget proposal. 


matron technology. 

"This is (a) very good start for 
developing countries," said Li 
Yushi, a department head at the 
International Trade Research In- 
stitute, of the agreement. The in- 
stitute is affiliated with the 
ministry of foreign trade and eco- 
nomic cooperation 

"It is unlikely at this juncture 
that developing countries can re- 
move all trade restrictions on in- 
formation technology products — 
whether these are tariff or non-tar- 
iff barriers," Li told Reuters by 
telephone. 


Stflf this year's budget was 
13.4 higher than last year's. 

The opposition parties had de- 
manded a bigger cut, accusing the 
government of expanding the 
budget at a time of economic 
slowdown 

After years of two-digit eco- 
nomic growth. South Korea’s 
economy is expected to grow 7 
percent this year 

The government party 
smoothed the passage by agreeing 
to a key opposition demand that 
the government buy 1.3 million 
tors of rice at a price 4 percent 
higher than last year It had pro- 
posed a 3 -percent increase. 

About 5,000 farmers rallied in 
front of the assembly, calling the 
raise too s mall. Police fired tear 
gas to disperse the protesters, but 
some angry farmers resisted, 
throwing rocks. 


oppose scrapping t ariffs on infor- 

Natl Assembly Approves 
$85b Budget for 1997 
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MANILA - The Philippines 
trade deficit for the first 10 
months of 1996 swelled 41 per- 
cent from a year earlier to $10.09 
billion, the government an- 
nounced Friday. 

But economists said the coun- 
try's accelerating imports weren't 
much of a cause for concern since 
most consist of capital equipment 
and other heavy industrial prod- 
ucts. such as airplanes. 

Much of the capital equipment 
will go into factories, where it is 
expected to help increase produc- 
tion and help pay for imports in 
the future. 

"What's important is financing 
our imports, and we have been 
getting much help also from over- 
seas workers’ remittances." said 
Conrad Andres, vice president for 
research of DBP-Daiwa Securities 
Philippines. 

Money’ sent home by the coun- 
try's many overseas workers is 
expected to reach a record S7 bil- 
lion this year 

Andres said the trade report 
shows the country can keep 
within its projected trade deficit 
for the year of $ 12 billion. 

TOKYO - Nippon Telegraph 
and Telephone Corp. and video 
game maker Sega enterprises said 
Friday they will jointly make a 
home-use video telephone system 
based on Sega’s 32-bit Saturn 
video game player 

The companies said they will 
produce an adaptor for the Saturn 
containing a microphone and a 
video camera that would allow us- 
ers to have live video conversa- 
tions over high-speed integrated 
services digital network phone 
lines. 

The adaptor can also be used 
with standard analog phone lines, 
an NTT official said. But the pic- 
ture quality would be better when 
used with high speed digital lines. | 

The two companies plan to be- 
gin selling the adaptor as early as ; 
the spring of 1997. They hope to 
sell about 20,000 units in the first 
year; at a price between 30,000- 
40,000 yen ($265-350). 

Sega has sold about 4 million 
units of Saturn game player since 
it hit the market two years ago. 

ADELAIDE - Bridgestone 
Australia Ltd. will sell its automo- 
tive components division for 
A$41 million ($U.S. 33 million) 
to a joint venture company it has 
formed with Japanese firm 
Toyoda Gosei Co. The sale was 
accepted by stockholders on Fri- 
day. 

The new company wifi be 60 
percent owned by Bridgestone 
and 40 percent by its Japanese 
partner 

Bridgestone Chairman Deane 
Jarvis said he believes the new 
joint venture will keep pace with 
the rapid changes in technology 
and will be competitive in the 
automotive components market 
that is increasingly becoming 
global. 

DETROIT - The former GM 
executive who defected to Volk- 
swagen asked a U.S. judge to de- 
lay General Motors Coip.'s 
spying case against him and said 
be would refuse to testify if forced 
to come to the United States. Jose 
Ignacio Lopez de Amortua. ac- 
cused by GM of taking company 
secrets to \blkswagen AG in' 
March 1993, has been charged by 
Gennan prosecutors along with 
three others with embezzlement 
and betrayal of corporate secrets. 
GM is suing Lopez in a civil suit 
brought in Federal Court in De- 
troit 
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TODAY IN 
HISTORY 

1970 - Soviet spacecraft starts 
sending messages from planet Ve- 
nus. 

1 986 - Rival ethnic groups bat- 
tle in Karachi and set hundreds of 
homes and shops ablaze in city’s 
worst rioting since Pakistani inde- 
pendence 39 years before. 

1988 - UN General Assembly 
calls overwhelmingly for conven- 
ing of International Middle East 
Peace Conference. 

1989 - Panamanian national as- 
sembly of representatives names 
Noriega head of government aad 
declares Panama in "a state of war" 
with the United States. 
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Prevent Damage from Frostbite 



BY DR ALLAN BRDCKHEBi 
QUESTION: The cold descend- 
ed upon us with little warning this 
yeai; and the subject of treating 
frostbite once again took the cen- 
ter of attention. We came up with 
many suggestions ranging from 
just allowing the frozen area to re- 
warm itself, to using a bit of hot 
water to move things along more 
rapidly. 

Of course, we rejected the old 
"rub the part with snow" routine, 
but we wonder which of the other 
two is correct. I hope you will 
help us out with this answer. 

ANSWER: Would it surprise 
you if I told you that both were a 
little bit rig h t airi a little bit 
wrong? 

Yon are right in rejecting rob- 
bing the frostbitten area with 
snow - as that is a real no-no. 
When the skim is exposed to ex- 
tremes of cold and wind, it 
freezes, as the cold penetrates the 
tissue. 

The area will look white and 
become hard, cold and numb. In 


this s tate it da mages easily, espe- 
cially when coarse, hard ice is 
rubbed across the skin 

To prevent as much damage as 
possible, the frozen area should be 
wanned as swiftly as possible, but 
using hot water can bum or scald 
the skm. The best bet is to im- 
merse the affected part in circulat- 
ing warm watez; from 104 degrees 
to 108 degrees for best results. 

When water is not available, 
contact with a warm hand or ob- 
ject will help. As the skin is re- 
warmed, it may become red, 
swollen, painful and throbbing. 
Blisters may appear that can con- 
tain bloody body fluid. 

When frostbite is this severe, 
medical attention is necessaiy, for 
treatment may require analgesics 
for pain, antibiotics to ward off an 
infection and an anri-rnflanrmM- 
tory medication to t m t rimpE the 
effects of tissue injury. 

Of course, the best treatment is 
prevention. Since , both the tem- 
perature and the wind may 
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the injury, it makes good sense to 
bundle up well and protect all ex- 
posed surfaces from the ichospita- 
ble environment 

■ QUESTION: A particulariy 
annoying and itchy nreh had mr 
makti^g the rounds of the physi- 
cians in our area. I was finally re- 
ferred to a new dermatologist, 
who trotted out this weird-looking 
hang) and examined my spots in a 
darkened room. 

His diagnosis proved to be the 
correct one, for with the medica- 
tion he prescribed I was rash-free 
in a few days. Can yon tell me 
what this magic lamp is all about? 
It really made those spots light up 
in the dark. I would Iflce to know 
how it works. 

ANSWER: The name of the 
"ma gi c lamp" is a Wood’s li ght, 
winch . produces black light that is 
invisible to the eye. Using a mer- 
cury vapor source, the light passes 
through a special nickel-chro- 
mium oxide gflina fitter, which 
transmits long-wave ultra-violet 
radiation. 

Certain materials as well as 
fungi and bacteria fluoresce or 
glow under this light and can be 
easily detected The same tight is 
responsible for many special ef- 
fects used in theatrical produc- 
tions. 

This technique is useful in rec- 
ognizing the diff eren ces in skin 
pigmentation, as well as pig- 
mented lesions. Many organisms 
fluoresce in different colors; for 
instance, tinea versicolor shows 
up a golden yellow, and pseudo- 
monas range from aqua-green to 
bine. 

The screening works best if the 
patient has avoided bathing for 24 
horns and when the room Is to- 
tally dark. Once the Wood’s light 
has detected the problem, other 
tests may be used to clinch, the 
diagnosis. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Heart Arnold end Mika Argfrfon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles. . 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



COORTH 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer : TO i 


Yesterday's 


{Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: PATIO GUESS MALLET ZENITH 
Answer: The result of eating under an elegant 
chandelier - A "LIGHT" MEAL 


CROCUS PALASH M.B. VAR. 
CARTWRIGHTIANUS (Herb.) Hay. 

Fortify: Iridacuu 
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Plant with flowers white or violet with strong dark veins. An- 
tes yellow. Stigmas very long projecting and pendent out of the 
corolla in a bright orange or red colon Leaves 6-10 appear the 
same time with the flowers. It grows in ravines an d brushwood 
localities of low altitude. Flowers early in autumn from Septem- 
ber till October 


HEATHCLIFF 



HE NEVER COMES POWN WITHOUT 
FULL NETWORK COVERAGE. " 
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Great White Shark to Be Protected from Maa 


U.S.-based Human Society Inter- 


SYDNEY (AFP) - As nature con- 
servationists warn that shades are 
in danger of extinction, an Austra- 
Kan state • government has ruled 
that die great white is to be pro- 
tected from its biggest enemy: 
man. 

Anyone who kills a great white 
*ot die white pointer shark, or is 
found with one will dice a $16,000 
fine or six months in jail. New 
South Wales State Fisheries Min- 
ister Bob Martin told reporters here 
this week. 

The ban was in response to con- 
cerns about dwindling numbers of 
great whites, which now join die 
relatively docile gray nurse and 
herbsts nurse shark as protected 
species on Australia’s southeast 
coast 

The great white can be six-me- 
ters (almost 20 feet) long and 


weigh two tones, but despite its 
fearsome man-eating "jaws" repu- 
tation, experts say die humble 
bumble bee is a deadlier killer. 

An average of one person a year 
has been killed by diaries — usually 
great whites — in Australian waters 
over the last IS years, while statis- 
tics show two people die from bee 
stings each year, shark expert John 
Paxton told AFP. 

But the problem for the great 
white is that it really is die most 
ferocious hunter in the ocean — an 
"apex predator" — with a slow re- 
productive capacity. 

It had no enemies in its habitat 
and therefore no natural need to 
reproduce at the rate of fish lower 
on the food chain — until man 
started hunting diem for sport in 
increasing numbers. Paxton said 
Large sharks are not usually eaten 


because of the risk of mercury poi- 
soning. 

"The great white produces six 
to 10 young in a good year, none in 
a bad year and this is just not 
enough," said Paxton, who is prin- 
cipal research scientist at the Aus- 
tralian Museum. 

"This is ahuge animal, very fast 
swimming and the data that are 
available indicate that die popula- 
tion has been decreasing for -some 
decades. 

"Their prime food source are 
marine mammals and man is a ter- 
restrial mammal so what they are 
mostly eating are seals and sea li- 
ons and as the apex predator they 
are the control for these marine 
mammals. 

"If the great white shark goes in 
Southern Australia then you would 
expect to see an explosion of seal 


and sea lion populations and that 
then ripples down with an afreet on 
the fish these animals eat and great 
interaction with commercial fish- 
ers in that area. 

"It is a complex community 
down there and we are disturbing 
it." 

However, internationally re- 
nowned Queensland shark hunter 
Vic Hislop described the New 
South Wales decision as "disgust- 
ing." He s*«d- "for a government to 
protect something that can tear 
your childr en apart in a matter of 
seconds is brainless." 

The decision by New South 
Wales follows failure to reach na- 
tional consensus on granting the 
man-eaters protected status at a 
meeting of state and federal fisher- 
ies ministers in September. 

The Australian branch of the 


national (HSI) urged Canberra ear- 
lier to follow New South' Wales 
and give the great white nation- 
wide protection. 

It is already protected in Tasma- 
nia and from commercial fishing in 
South Australia while Victoria is 
considering listing the species as 
endangered. 

Hie Worldwide Fund for Na- 
ture (WWF) warned that the 
world’s shark population could die 
out because toe fish are being 
killed for their meat, fins and skin. 

The WWF said that between 30 
and 70 million sharks are killed 


every year, but there are few con- 
trols to regulate shark fishing. 

Michael Sutton, director of 
WWF’s endangered seas cam- 
paign, said some 125 countries are 
now involved in toe shark fins 
trade, while toe demand for shark 
meat is rising and now features 
regularly in toe diets of Europeans. 

Shark cartilage is marketed as 
an alternative but unproven cancer 
treatment and used in the manufac- 
ture of lubricants, bactericides, 
pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, 
while shark skin is used for leather 
products. 
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TheOC A Housing 
Q3IJ Agency 

Offers Ybu Free 
Home Renting Assistance 
Tel: Twice S50 








•Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 

Teh 877 1943 *879 9286 Fax: 877 1846 



■ Caravan Sahra 
Tour Organizer 

Teh7562229, 750 8727,758 6076 
Fax:(00982 1)7 67 1 84Tbu2I6793 

• EAST EXPRESS 

»~Teh566 7091-5, 871 7410 F«c8S6 1828 

• Golestan Ghods 

Tel: 809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 

Sb6nk-«Gln*,GoiBtalhifeCaicr 

• Keyhan Safer (IATA) 

Tel : 65 28 44- 65 28 99 

• Perse polis Tour & Travel Ag. 

Tel: 880 8535-6,8810526/9 

fire 880 8534 

• Rabnama (Transair) 

Travel Agency 
i 4rt'el:(00982l) 891191/4 
Fax:(009821) 8892791 

• Sati Air Travel Ag. 

Tel : 83 5041-5, 8822336 

• Shargh Travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

• Sogol Tour & Travel Ag. 

Teh 884 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 


• Teen Air Services 
Tel: 884 7071-2,884 6478 



•Automobile 
Information Bank 

Tefc091 1-212-8144,234344 



• Bank MeDi Iran 
Card Services Dept. 

Ttfc649 7092 Ftac 313 3696 




• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 
#9, 27SL, S.Fajr St, botUi Gargar St 

Tel: 800 2773, Fax: 800 8069 



W&ogAi (bit Qaltexy. 

Persian Carpets and Antiques 
Persepolis Trading Co., Ltd. 

IF Estate Wakabayashi 1-8-6 
Wakabayasbi. Setagaya-Ku To- 
kyo #154 Phone /03-5481-4477 
Fax: /03-5481-4484 

■ Tehran Carpet 
Tel/Fax: 560 8329 



• Aryan Pay am Computer 
Teh 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tek6414I92-6417628 Fax: 6465974 

• Gener X Co. 

6 DibajJZarraHdunefa fafer, ShariMi St 
Tefc 222 3836-225 1038 Fax: 2276617 

• ICC sales & after sales serv. 
Software, Hardware 

Tel: 869 809-869 810 Fax: 860 1514 

• Tim Computer Institute 
Teh 885 2241 



• Archico-, interior design 
classic & Modern Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Ms. Maleki 

• Interior Designer 
Tel: 229 1685 

I Mehregan Co. Ltd. 
Renovation & Decoration 
Tel: 871 8578 



•Accounting, Physics, 

Maths, etc^for all grades 

and levels Tel: 256 1690 


• Computer Training in 18 hours 
Teh 882 6913 Fax: 883 3305 

• Teaching English & Farsi 

fa 4 nontfcsL. Tdb 646 9394 
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phone Butgrrsfift 

Direct 7eS Um& 

8888 146 - 8888 678 
878 6477 
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• OLAHim 

CHGK3 tiowens 

DELIVERY SERVICES 
33 Marram St_,end of Africa Are. 
TcL2041999 Fax: 2057988 

• Spring & Paliz 

Flower Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 

Teh 205 1884 -809 0328 


• Zaeem Flowers 
Teh 6404488 -Fax: 6404484 



• Iran Handicrafts Organization 


North Region 

Store Add. 

NS. 

1 Talegfaaai 

2 NcdjatolaH 
3VaE-e-A*rSq. 

4 Ghana! 

5 Farhanexao 

6 VaK-e-Asr 



88266M 
891919 
897279 
880 8186 
675581 
205 4792 



• Arian Apartment Hotel 
Td: 8018545-6 Fax: 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Tel: (0631) 30060-9 Fax£0068 

• Azadi Hotel (Sbahr Kord) 
Teh (0381)36791-5 Fax: 36790 

• Esteghlal Grand Hotel ***** 
Teh2040011 -15 Fax204 7041 

• Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Teh 882 0951 -883 8301 A4 

• Hamedan Basil Hotel *** 
Teh ( 081)33070-1 FaxJ3072 

• HID!) HDTCL GROUP 

Houmn 

Tel: (009821 (8773021-38 

HMSUffi 

Tel: (009871) 28000-9 

HomuiUiiRms 

Tel: (0098761) 553080-7 


nmmm[i] 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 
Tel: (009851) 711001-9 

Reservation Center: 


Tel: (009821) 651564-659285 & 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 


• Kowsar lnt’1 Hotel (Isfahan) 
Tel:(031) 240230-9 Fax -.24997 5 


• Tehran Kowsar Hotel**** 
Tel: 8981 21-5 & 8983715 

• Tehran Sara Hotel 

TehS8Z 5781-8820934 Fau8822602 



• AJELA. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 

• Bistoon Housing Agency 
Tel: 802 1205 , 802 1633 

182 Bistoon 28 b St., Yuasefabad 

• NO. 1 

2226169 - 222 9159 


• No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Red Estate. Tel: 2§54«22-2856045 

•P.H.A. 

Real EstatateTd: 205 1919 

• Takhat-e-Jamshid Homing Ag. 
Teh 2653886^656815 Fax: 2657627 

6The.85D 

Teh 874 7474 Fax: 874 1568 


• T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 
Tel: 200 5708 



• Sales & Repairs 

luxurious Swiss Made Watches 
Add: 260 Kariinklinn-c Zand Ave. 


Tel: 891721 Fax:: 894199 



CP Accepted 


• Zenith Sale Agent 


Swiss made watches. 

Baguette jewellery/ sale & aer ri c e y 
Tefc2275673-2229279Fax: 2275060 



• Kish English School 
Teh 2054942 -3 

• Milad Language Inst 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 


Tel: 650043- 655031 



• Dr. H. Samavati 

Attorney at Commercial Law 
Tel: 8785110 Fax: 8780043 

• International 
Consultancy & Service 

Ti±87719G* 8799286 Etc 877 1846 
3 Uy 1 * § J J 1 "* 
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• Pizza Express 

1 6Sa manSt-S-ShinuSuMolasadraSL 

Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

• Pizzas by 222 

dining / delivery / cany out 
Tel: 252 0061-2520065 




• Zener Eng . Company 

UPS & Gen-Sets 

Tel /Fax: 6499641- 676275 


24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Tel: 834490/1/2 Fax: 834493 



• BORJE SEFID 
HOSPITALITY COMPLEX 

Tel: 256 2694, 258 8466 

• Fardis ResL (Ex - Swiss) 

Tel: 8828516 

• Golden Dragon 

Ctiiarre Rest. A luff Party Rooaa#69 
Cuisine of all countries served 
Teh 265 2561-2646568 

• Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 
7-soor Restaurant, 298 Mirzaie 
Shiran Aw. 87254*7-8,Opoi daily 

1 136 aja. Catering + DeBwry 

• Japanese Seryna Rest. 

Tel : 877 3735 - 877 6381 





• Milano ResL 

Tel: 220 9418 - 221 3494 

• Narenjestan Restaurant 

Continental Cosine 
Open Daily 10a.m.- 12p.m. 
Chaye-Bagh Restaurant, 

Open air Barr-b-q. Open da0y7-12p.ni. 
Vanak Sports A Cultural Complex, 
Attar SL off VaE-e-Asr Ave.Tel.8774566 

• Tandoor Indian ResL 
Teh 882 5701, 882 5765, 882 6934 


Security Systems I 

I 1 ' ~ ~ J 

• Abtin Dana 
Electronical Research Center 

#6, 3rd fir -.2*7 W. Mirdaond ExpVny 

Tel: 222 8773 - 878 8773 

• Fann Burglar Alarm 

Niroo Co.. 5(h n„ BMg. 444, Eaghrtri> 
A»C-,Picfc-c-Sbon«njn, Td: 7523872 / 4 



• Government Certified 1 Translators 
Mr.Gramian Tel:222 4064 

• Khasha Translation Firm 


Tel: 225 9383- 225 4513 
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Transport Companies 

V : ' y: -C • • —J 

• A ram ex Int’l Courier 


Teh 649 3913/ 14 

•ARSHEH TARABAR fall transport 
Tfch 879 2765, 8792316 Fix: 879 2766 


• Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalTransport 
Teh646 6456.649 3955 Fax: 646 8039 


• Caspian Int’l Transport 

Teh 8841745, 838 167 Fax:8841501 

• Fakhar Transport Co. ■ 
Heavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:S3542S 

• Pouyatarabar im’i Transport 

Tel: 883 4379 , 884 7653 Fax: 883 4380 

•Tarighbar 

Int’l Transport Co.Ltd. 
Tel: 6418527 Fax:6413886 
Hx :226810Tb AR-IR,Tehran, Iran 

A ~ N 

Urgent Ambulance 

V • J 

•Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 
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During the Second Gathering of Tehran Province’s Mayors in the Autumn of 1996 in the Town of Shahriyar 
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and Active Mayors Chosen 


On the sidelines of this gather- 
ing Mr. Reza Zadeh Develop- 
ments Affairs depot}' to the 
provincial governor of Tehran an- 
nounced the qualifications and 
values used for choosing the 
mayor of Qaicbak as the model 
mayor 

1 . Acting lawfully. 

2. Choosing the priorities in 
development works based on the 
needed city per capita and also the 
construction and inauguration of 
various development projects. 


office management in order to 
ease the way for the people. 

7. Use of proper and correct 
methods in the septic collection, 
transportation and burial of gar- 
bage, and also the expansion of 
the green areas and other services. 

Based on all this, our corre- 
spondent interviewed Me Rasool 
Kesht Pour, the respected mayor 
of Qarchak who was chosen as 
one of the model mayors that has 
prepared a report about the 
achievements and activities of 


with an active and industrious 
population in an area of 48 sqJan 
including districts like Ziba 
Shahz; Bagher Abad and other 
small and big population centers 
continues its growth and life. Its 
people are working in the eco- 
nomic, agricultural, industrial and 
services sectors. 

Qarchak Municipality has been 
able to complete and bring into 
exploitation tens of development, 
cultural, and service projects in a 
short time by planning and direct- 



S ha hid Sattari Cultural Complex 


3. preparation ami arrange- 
ment of municipality's budget and 
innovation in increasing the city’s 
income, and also directing the 
budget toward supplying the 
city’s per capita. 

4. Accurate tuning on obtain- 
ing " deputy permits" in order to 
implement the development pro- 
jects and other executive affairs. 

5. Accurate execution and 
abiding by the various orders and 
guidelines in the building, prop- 
erty, finance and office license is- 
suing departments. 

6. Innovations in the finance 
and office departments, for in- 
stance. the way of preserving and 
preventing waste of the movable 
and immovable properties, par- 
ticularly the preparation of the 
municipality’s property book and 

> also the use of proper methods in 


Qarchak Municipality. Below is 
the text; 

Qarchak mayor, during the 
ceremonies for the implementa- 
tion of Shahid Satan Cultural 
Center said: 

Implementation of Cultural 
Projects in the Province’s South- 
ern Towns is the Materialization 
of a Type of Social Justice which 
Can Be Achieved by Going 
Through the Path of Develop- 
ment 

The town of Qarchak with an 
area about 60 square kilometers is 
located 25 km south of Tehran, 
TefaranAfeianun highway. It has 
a population of about 180,000 
people, and a growth population 
rate of 4.7 percent has turned this 
town into one of the populated 
towns in the Tehran province. 

The city of Qarchak, today 


ing the municipality’s budget to- 
ward the designated goals. These 
included the construction of the li- 
brary and Qarchak 's Shahid Satan 
Cultural Center which were in- 
augurated and its exploitation 
started in the presence of the peo- 
ple and the officials during the 
"Government Week', he added. 

This report, adds, the above 
mentioned complex has been con- 
structed in a lot with an area of 
30,400 sqjn with 2,500 sqjn of 
walled area which includes 4 
studying halls, 7 classrooms, mass 
hall, main book storage, dining 
hall, prayer hall and services sec- 
tions with the capacity of more 
than 60,000 books, the mentioned 
library has been constructed by 
spending the amount of up to 
1,000.000,000 rials by the mu- 
nicipality of Qarchak. 





The same report adds, in a 
ceremony held on the occasion of 
the sixth day of the "Government 
Week" at the library in Qarcbak’s 
Ziba Shahr. General Baqaei, Air 
Force commander. Mi Reza 
Zadeh .deputy provincial gover- 
nor for developments. Mi Qomi 

,'Vhramin’s representative at the 
Islamic Consultative Assembly, 
Nassiri ,the district governor of 
Varamin, and other provincial and 
city of Varamin officials and also 
a group of the great families of the 
martyrs and sacrificers, were pre- 
sent. Because of this occasion 
Mr Kesht Pour, the mayor of Qar- 
chak in a speech said that the im- 
plementation of cultural projects 
in the province's southern towns 
is in fact the materialization of a 
kind of social justice which can be 
earned by passing on the road of 
development 

According to the above report. 
Mr. Seyed Jalil Seyed Zadeh Te- 
hran’s provincial governor also 
made a speech on the progress of 
the development projects and the 
construction of the country, and 
by expressing his pleasure for the 
construction of the first cultural 
center in the city of \feramin, also 
expressed his gratefulness to Mr 
Kesht Pour Qarchak 's mayor for 
his role in the expansion of the 
region’s cultural a ffaire Then he 
called the naming of this library 
and cultural center after the name 
of the martyr of the Air Force 
General Satari nice and auspi- 
cious. 

Following this report our core- 


new ty constructed towns such as 
Talaieh. Alhadid. Sofalxan, per- 
forming studying projects such as 
the preparing of the city plans, 
city limits, and also preparing the 


brick-making plants so coniuct- 
ing the soil spreading and foenda- 
tion building and asphalt putting 
imposes considerable costs to the 
municipality and the complete 
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Mr. Kesht Poor, Qarchak Mayor 


maps, have all been among the ac- 
tivities of the municipality which 
has another 17 projects under way 
at the present time. 

One of the important and fun- 
damental projects which is under 
way by the municipality of Qar- 
chak and is currently going 
through its completion phase is 
the Wi-e Asr Grand Cultural and 
Sports Complex which has an in- 
door swimming pool equipped 
with the proper heating system, 
sauna and steam room, and also 
an indoor sports stadium and 
arena specified for indoor sports 
which will be constructed riming 


cost for the implementation of the 
mentioned project reaches 
2.000.000.000 rials. 

Our corresponded in continu- 
ing his report added, putting up 
walls and making spaces around 
Bagher Abad’s historic bridge of V 
15th of Khordad is another of the 
important and fundamental pro- 
jects of the municipality of Qar- 
chak. which at the present time 50 
percent of its wall construction 
has been completed and the job of 
purchasing and thus freeing the 
land lots around the bridge has 
been accomplished, and by com- 





Qarchak’s Intercity Bus Terminal 


spondent adds, the implementa- 
tion of more than 5 libraries and 
centers of the Institute for the In- 
tellectual Development of Chil- 
dren and Young Adults, the 
construction of two 10-classroom 
schools, 4 sports centers including 
a sports stadium and a swimming 
pool, plus the implementation of 
more than 150 road and bridge 
construction projects, widening 
and inaugurating of new routes, 
also putting into order the city’s 
■ entrances and exits and beautify- 
ing the routes, the construction of 
10 local parks, the construction of 
several service centers including 
the Municipality Services Station 
and Baqer Abad fire station, pat- 
ting asphalt on the city’s alleys 
and streets at the level of 230,000 
sq.m, repairing of the asphalt 
damaged by the diggings of other 
departments at the level of 
170.000 sq.m, innovating and 
curb constructing of the alleys at 
the level of 160 km. performing 
the finishing louchcs of the 5 


A View of Qarchak's City Entrance 
the second phase, and at the pre- pleting this phase of the plan, the 


sent time also the completion plan 
for the spacings and routing of 
this grand complex has been pre- 
pared which we hope for its com- 
pletion at a suitable time so it can 
be used by ail the city’s residents. 

Another one of the projects un- 
der way by the civic offices is the 
35-meter-wide north Qarchak 
Blvd. (circles the northern part of 
Qarchak) that its executive opera- 
tions started at the be ginning of 
the year in the presence of Te- 
hran's provincial governor, and 
our correspondent, regarding its 
level of progress, added : North 
Qarchak 35- meter Blvd. is the 
city's main axis which will be 
connected From lehran to 
Varamin and from the north to 
Faitiis and Pakdasht. the length of 
this road in the first phase is 10 
km. which reduces a major por- 
tion of the city ’s traffic load. 

The same report adds, some of 
these road-crossings are over the 
deeps which had been dug by the 


implementation of the municipal- 
ity ’s plan for putting the above 
place in order and making the en- 
vironment healthy will initiate. 

He added, considering the per ■ 
capita level of the routes in Qar- 
chak and the grave shortage exist- j 
ing in this regard, the 
municipality immediately after re- ■ 
ceiving the notification of tfc* : 
passed plan which has been done ; 
during the current year, will make ■ 
the effort for the construction of \ 
new routes and also the reopening | 
of the routes which within the 
next 2 years are given special pn- ' 
critics and will spend a majorpor- 
tion of its hinds on the above .. 
projects. He pointed that cur- 
rently, the routes per capita is 13 : 
meters which relative to 3 years ■ 
ago it has had a 40 percent in- 
crease, but for reaching the de- 
sired level it must reach th-' 
maximum of 2 1 .5 meters. 
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ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 




Uel: 878 6477 - 888 8678 - 8888148 Fax: 878 6475 


An agency exclusively for 
esteemed foreign nationals 

Soles & Rentals with u p^ ated and 

best offers 

"&C52S2T We ’" work harri " 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia Jeh 20 ^ -0177 

Tel/Fax: 205 - 4136 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 


The world’s favourite airline 

VaJ^Asr Ave. Opposite Park Mellat, Sayeh St., Ho 1 Sayeh Building 

Tel: 204 4552 FflX: 204 0927 


REAL ESTATE 




m 




*,#4^ SHIRINI 

W itfL SARAYE 

VANAK 

(Pastry Store) 

Tabriz nnt-Sohan-e Qom (a kind 0 f 
candy)- Yazd cotton candy-lrirthday 
and wedding cakes. 

Vanok Sf-Shiraz Ave. 

TeS: 803 0492 


SIMORGH-PACK 

INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 

WANTS YOU 
TO SAVE& ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREF. ESTIMATE CONTACT: 

TEL: 884 6758 & 834 G75S F &2C: 884 3844 

98 FORSAT AVE., FERDOWSt SQ. f TEHRAN 15816 IRAK 

P.OJBOX: 15815/1186 


Sales & Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 

Tel: 0911 2120244 - 200 5708 


Attention All Foreign 
Students 

» Teach ing all sit bjects for ail _ 

^ gra d es rspcci a I !y O le i i /f^rOj 

(Maths, Physics 
Hraf/it’m/s/rv... GCSE method ) 


KHORASAN TOURQUOLSE STORE 
Gold, Jewels - Haxsani Brothers, 
No. 115, opposite Enghdab 
Hotel, Talcghani Ave. 

vole sm<3 


Farsi For Ladies 

Nath, Physics, 
Chemistry 



Tel: 071-337710 
' Fax:071-23188 


HaM@b Restaurant in Saadat Ahad 

Lunch: Nayeb’s Famous Chelokabab and Chicken Kabab 

Dinner: Our CHEF has prepared the additional menu for yon: 

0 FILLET STEAK (ECHICKEN SCHNITZEL M BARBECUE FILLET 

0 FRENCH SCALLOP 0 FRENCH TROUT 0 SHISH KABAB 

With live music every night 
Nayeb Restaurant in Saadat Abad Sq. 

Telephone Numbers: 206 3652 - 207 8463, Fax: 206 3613 


• Ayeeneh Vanak Grand 
Restaurant and Coffee Shop 
All kind of French Crepe for the 
first time in Iran 

Address: Kurdestan Intersection , 
Vanak St, Vanak Square 
Phone: 878 8852 (Restaurant) 
879 9662 fCoffee Shop) 









International Party Room #69 

/P\ *7/1 

. CONFERENCES, MEETINGS, 

private parties, office parties. 


BIRTHDAY PARTIES, COCKTAIL 

\ A V 

. PARTIES, REUNIONS 

f /{lO 

AND ALL OTHER OCCASIONS 

# TZ. 

Cuisine of all countries of the world is served. 

ft ATI.* 

OPEN-. 10 a.m. to 12 midnight- 

irilit 

For Reservation Call: Z0S-2501 


Ready for 
Rent 

A 750 sq.m, classic 
villa in a 666 sq.m. 
lot.3 stories, 
suitable for 
embassies, quiet 
area, fuUy 
furnished 

Pis. call 220 8146 

220 8147 


ADVERTISE IN 
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No. 14 Sazeman ab Ave. 


Damavand Aye. Tehranjran 
Tel: 7343678-81 

i ^ 
UfskS 

Fax; 733 4943 
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Renoir’s Portraits, Impressions of an Age 
Canadian Gallery Makes Renoir a Movable Feast 


TORONTO (Reuter) - The dream 
had lived in the mind of curator 
Colin Bailey for more than five 
years: to assemble one of the great- 
est collections ever of Impression- 
ist master Renoir. 

After some bartering and cajol- 
ing with the world's great muse- 
ums, private galleries and 
individual collectors, Bailey is 
about to see his dream come true. 
An exhibition of some 65 works 
entitled "Renoir's Portraits: Im- 
pressions of an Age," opens on 
June 27 and runs through Sept 14 
at the National Gallery of Canada 
in Ottawa. 

It travels to the Art Institute of 
Chicago for a run from next Oct 
21 to Jan. 4, 1998 and then to the 
Kim bell Art Museum in Fort 
Worth, Texas from Feb. 8 to April 
26, 1998. 

Bailey, British-born chief cura- 
tor of Canada's Premier Art Gal- 
lery. said the exhibition was the 
culmination of many years of hard 
work. And in some respects the 
results exceeded even his expecta- 
tions. 

"The works are so important 
that it becomes a very big under- 
taking," Bailey said in a telephone 
interview. "I sometimes feel hum- 
bled at how successful we’ve 
been." 

Some of the paintings such as 
those from Japan have never been 
on public display. Others, as in the 
case of works from Russia, have 
not been seen in the West for sev- 
eral decades. 

Reuniting Renoir 
Worfo 

Bailey went to great lengths to 
reunite works that Renoir meant to 


be seen together. He obtained tire 
1871 portrait of Madame Marie 
Octavie Bernier from the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art in New 
York for the exhibition and trav- 
eled to Dresden, Germany, where 
he managed to obtain from a gal- 
lery the painting of her husband, 
CapL Edouard Bernier. "There is 
certainly a chemical reaction to 
bringing works together that can- 
not normally be seen under the 
same roof," Bailey said. 

Edmond Pillsbury, director of 
Fort Worth’s Kirabell Museum, 
who has worked with Bailey on the 
collection, said it would yield a lot 
of new information about Renoir 
and boost the artist’s already tow- 


ering reputation. "The selection of 
the art will be staggering," 
Pills bury predicted. 

Pierre Auguste Renoir, who 
was bom in 1841 and died in 1919, 
was considered the most accessible 
of die 19th century Impressionist 
school. He was loved by many for 
his romantic visions, particularly 
the women and crowd scenes he 
painted. 

Many scholars have been fasci- 
nated by his portraits, especially 
those painted under commission. 
Renoir took his commissioned 
portraits as seriously as his other 
works, leaving his mark as an 
avant-garde artist of the day. 


The Leading 
Impressionist 
Portraitist 

Renoir is the leading portraitist 
of the Impressionists and some of 
the works are absolutely sublime," 
said Douglas Druick, curator of 
paintings, prints and drawing at the 
Art Institute of Chicago. 

The works in the collection 
range from 1862 to 1917 and have 
been gathered from a variety of 
sources. They include rare works 
and some that are better known 
such as "Madame Georges Char- 
pentier and Her Children" from the 
Metropolitan. 

It was tiie scholarship that the 
exhibition would produce that 


Bailey used most often as an argu- 
ment when convincing galleries 
and collectors to lend their pre- 
cious works. 

Bailey has been fascinated by 
the deeper meanings behind the 
portraits and has been eager to 
learn more about the sitters that 
Renoir portrayed — sometimes 
even from the direct descendants 
themselves. He traveled to Japan, 
France, Russia and the United 
States to talk personally to muse- 
ums and collectors in a do gg ed ef- 
fort to obtain the best works. 

"It’s an article of faith that you 
have to see everything in person 
and it’s also a great pleasure," 
Bailey said. 



TWo of Renoir’s best-known works: ‘Girl with Watering Can’ (R), and 
Luncheon of the Boating Party’ 



Exhibition of - 
Fasoonki 
Paintings at 
Barg Gallery 

IRAN NEWS A&TDESS 

T hree collections of paintings 
by the Iranian master. Mo. 
hammfld Fasoonki is on display at 
halls I.2& 3 of the Barg Gallery. 

HaQ No. 1 presents paintings 
of human figures, natural land- 
scapes and flowers, while bal ls 2 
and 3 present still lifts and human 
portraits respectively. 

Master Fasoonki, who has re- 
cently returned home after years 
of studies abroad, lives in the dty 
of Tabriz and devotes all his time 
to his artistic activity. 

The exhibitions will run 
through December 24, and visit- 
ing hours are 9:30 - 12. -00 a.m. 
& 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

' Address: No. 12/1 Shahid 
D aman Afchar , Vali-e Asr Ave- 
nue (North of Vanak Square). 

Painting 
Exhibition at 
Andishe 
Gallery 

WAN NEWS ART DESK 

A n exhibition of paintings by 
Mina Mokhtarzade will open 
at Andishe Gallery on Monday De- 
cember 16. 

Visiting hours are 9:00 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m. 

The exhibition is scheduled to 
run through December 2Q. 

Address: Andishe Farhang- 
saxa. Opposite Payam Club, Dr. 
Shariati Avenue (South of Seyed 
Khan dan Overpass). 

Relief 
Calligraphy 
Exhibition at 
Naqsh Gallery 

DUN NEWS ART DESK 



id Understanding 


NEW YORK (AP) - Ray Brad- 
bury may be the best-known sci- 
ence fiction and fantasy writer 
alive, but be flinches when re- 
minded he’s famous. 

It’s not the fame, or the money 
that has motivated him to write 
500 short stories, dozens of 
screenplays, help design Disney's 
EPCOT center and consult for 
city planners. It’s “love,” he says. 

And, the best thing about his 
latest book tour, he says, is the 
“love” he gets from fans. 

“You write so that people will 
like what you do, and come up to 
you on the street and say, T love 
you,’” he said in an interview, tot- 
ing back his head, his hair falling 
over die collar of his brown, 
tweed jacket “That’s what you. 
want when you’re 15, but you 
don’t get” 

Bradbury’s latest book, 
“Quicker than the Eye,” is his 


first collection in more than eight 
years and has spurred him to take 
his first nationwide book tour in 
64 years of writing. 

The 21 stories he has written in 
the book paint a whimsical, fan- 
tastic and sometimes terrifying 
portrait of memories from Brad- 
bury’s 76 years of life. 

“Exchange” tells of a young 
man who, like Bradbury, went 
back, to his hometown library to 
visit the “friends” he'd in 
the books he borrowed, 10 at a 
time. 

In “Another Fme Mess,” two 
women hear ghosts whose voices 
belong to Laurel and Hardy, the 
slapstick actors who enthralled 
Bradbury on a trip he made to Ire- 
land 40 years ago. 

In “Dorian in Excelsos,” an 
amorphous blob absorbs the evils 
of beautiful men in a “gymna- 
sium,’’ actually a palace that 


greatly upset Bradbury when he 
went to see it with a friend 30 
years ago. 

The book is d edica t ed - “with 
love” - to Donn Albri ght the 
owner of 5,000 of Bradbury’s 
writings and a close friend of 20 
years. 

It’s also the first book with his 
new publisher; Avon, where he 
switched after feeling neglected at 
Knopf At /Won, “Fvp got a 
whole family of new people,” he 
said. 

Bradbury first gained wide- 
spread notice in 1950 with “The 
Martian Chronicles,” a senes of 
vignettes about rapacious earth- 
men destroying the red planet It 
has sold more than 3 million cop- 
ies. 

He gained even wider attention 
from “Fahrenheit 451,” his book 
on censorship and book-burning, 
when director Francois Truffaut 
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rska Steals Nobel Limelight 


STOCKHOLM (Reuter) - Scandi- 
navia's social event of the year — 
the glittering Nobel awards and 
banquet — was hijacked on Tues- 
day by a dainty 73-year-old poet 
from Poland. 

; As royalty and diplomats paid 
their respects in Stockholm’s city 
hall, Wislawa Szymboiska, Po- 
land’s most famous poet, de- 
lighted Swedes with a display of 
awkward modesty and charm. 

“The only thing that seems 
relevant to say in such an atmos- 


phere is thank you, rnerci," Szym- 
boxska told an audience of 1,250 
in French after accepting the No- 
bel literature prize for her poetry. 

Szymboiska, the second poet 
in two years to win the prize, has 
impressed Swedes since she ar- 
rived in Sto ckholm clutching a 
large handbag, saying she was ter- 
rified of her new-found fame 
In a solemn ceremony earlier 
on Tuesday, Szymboiska looked 
shy and girlish as she bowed 
ganchdy to admiring Swedes 


gathered to see King Cad XVT 
Gustaf present the Nobel prizes. 

All Nobel awards — worth 
more than $1 .0 million each - are 
presented in Stockholm, apart 
from the Nobel peace prize, which 
is presented in Oslo. 

Two Wast Timor human rights 
campaigners received their 1996 
Nobel peace prize on Tuesday and 
immediately called on Jakarta to 
open talks on a peace settlement 
in the small Indonesian- ruled ter- 
ritory. 


made it into a movie in 1966. 

Since then, he’s won some of 
the most prestigious awards in his 
field, including the Hugo and 
Nebula, and is the “world's great- 
est science fiction writer;” he 
said. 

He then abashedly disavowed 
the remark, and said he’d been 
joking. 

“It’s the work that counts, not 
any reputation,” he said “My so- 
lution to the problem is not know- 
ing that I’m Ray Bradbury.” 

It has taken him this long to go ■ 
on a nationwide book tour be- 
cause he didn’t overcome his fear 
of flying until he forced himself - 
with the help of three martini s - 
about 10 years ago. 

Bradbury’s work habits have 
never changed. He is still 
“jolted” awake by “muses,” then 
pounds out stories dn a typewriter 
- for four hours every naming 

“I write them impulsively. 
They’re explosions. Nothing’s 
ever researched,” he said “I 
write them from be griming to end 
in two hours, and they never 
change ” 

Last year; he said, he wrote 
parts of two novels, a couple of 
screenplays, seven “straight 
plays” and “a lot of poetiy." 

After moving with his family 
to Los Angeles at the age of 14, 
Bradbury hounded comedian 
George Bums until Boms finally 
used a gag the young man had 
written - die first piece of Brad- 
bury writing anyone ever used 

Hrs first sale came at age 21, a 
collaboration with Henry Hasse 


called “Pendulum,” to “Super 
Science Stories.” 

Because he loves writing and 
literature, he persevered into his 
late 30s, when he could finally 
make a living from words. (He 
lived with his parents until he was* 
27, and sold newspapers for 
awhile.) Because he loves dino- 
saurs, a friend hired him to write a 
screenplay about the beasts. 

Bradbury recently started 
working on a new novel but 
doesn't yet know what it’s about. 

“Even it' 1 did, I wouldn’t tell 
you. ... You most never talk about 
so m e th in g you’re doing You de- 
stroy the impulse,” he said 
It’s other people, he said, who 
have labeled him a science fiction 
writer 

“I’ve never written science fic- 
tion. That myth got started, awl 
it’s never stopped. ‘The Martian 
Chronicles’ is fantasy,” he said 
“The only novel that’s true sci- 
ence fiction is ‘Fahrenheit 451’.” 
His newest title, “Quicker than 
the Eye,” comes from one of its 
stories, about a magic show renri- 
^nscent of one that excited Brad- 
bury’s im aginati on when he saw it 
at age eight while growing up in 
Illinois. 

Ia the book’s afterword. Brad- 
bury writes that, “Frozen with 
awe for hours, he discovered 
what to do with his life. 

1 knew I most become a ma- 
gician. That’s what happened, 
isn’t it7” he asks. “I pretend to do 
one thing, cause you to blink, and 
■ in the instant seize 20 bright silks 
out of a bottomless hat” 


N aqsh Gallery will be present- 
ing an exhibition of plaster 
calligraphy by Nosratollah Bok- 
rani from Sunday December 15. 

Entitled ‘Return to Origins,’ > 
die show will run through Decem- 
ber 26, and visiting hours are 9:00 
- 12:00 a.m. & 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Address: Jashnvare Street, 
Eshraq Junction. 

Advertising, 
Consumerism 
Critic Vance 
Packard Dies % 

EDGARTOWN, MASS. (Reuter) 

- Vance Packard, author of "The 
Hidden Persuaders” and other 
books criticizing advertising and 
the consumer society, died early on 
Thursday in Martha's Vineyard 
Hospital, an aide said. He .was 82, . 

Packard, -who worked asr a 
journalist until , the mid-1950s, 
gained fame with his 19S7 book 
"The Hidden Persuaders,” which 
exposed many of foe psychologic 
cal tools Madison Avenue used to 
build sales. ■ 

A 1987 Forbes magazine art£ 
cle paid homage to him for.dfc- 
closing advertising fecjnri^Ojp, 
.Women will pay 25 cents fteab*T 
of soap that cleans their harids^S^C 
pointed out, but $2.50 fbronetfogi 
promises to make their has&f 
beautiful. Selling plain soap fr 
peddling product performance; 
add some skin cream andyou are 

selling hope. 

Bom in Granville SumwU 
Pennsylvania, Vance Oakley 
Packard obtained a bachelor’s de- 
gree from Pennsylvania State UnF 
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Clinton Announces U.N. 
Envoy, Economic Advisers 
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WASHINGTON, U.SA. Garter) 
- President Bill Clinton on Friday 
named two longtime friends and 
allies to his Cabinet, saying he 
would nominate Re p re s en ta tive 
Bill Richardson to be his nerw U.N. 
ambassador and William Daley to 
^be comm wee secretary. 

Richardson, -a seven-term 
Democratic veteran of the House 
of Representatives who has built a 
formidable reputation as a diplo- 
matic troubleshooter, was some- 
one “who can not only talk but also 
act effectively,” Clinton said. 

He praised Daley, who led die 
1993 (hive for approval of the 
North American Free Trade 
^Agreement and more recently or- 
chestrated the Chicago Democratic 
Convention in August, as "a man 
of rare effectiveness." 

At the crowded, stuffy news 
conference which had a moment of 
drama when Daley feinted and fell 
off fee stage, Clinton also named 
White House aide Gene Sperling to 
bead fee National Economic 
Council (NEC) and said be wanted 
acting U.S. Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshefeky to have pee- 
b -■ manent status. 

All but Sperling require Senate 
confirmation, and initial reaction 
in fee Republican-led body to Clin- 
ton's latest flurry of appointments • 
was cautious. 

Clinton also kept several ad- 
ministration holdovers- on his seo- 
ond-tenn team, announcing that 
Attorney General Janet Reno, 
Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Adminis trator Carol Browner and 
White House Budget Director 
Franklin Raines would all be re- 
tained. 

He named Daniel Tarullo, who 
had been m the r unning to direct 
fee NEC, as his international eco- 
nomic adviser. 

The finny of appointments still 
left ft n umb er of other vacancies to 
be filled, including the top jobs at 
fee departmmts of Labor, Trans- 
portation, Energy and Housing, as 
well as his chairman of fee presi- 
dent's Council of Economic Ad- 
visers. Clinton hopes to complete 
his team by Christinas. ' 


Richardson, 49, has shown a 
knack for negotiating fee release of 
Americans held prisoner abroad. 
Clinton pointed out that just this 
week Richardson "was huddled in 
a rebel chieftain’s hut in S udan, 
eating barbecued go at and negoti- 
ating the freedom of three hos- 
tages." 

At fee United Nations he would 
succeed Madeleine Albright, 
whom Clinton nominated to be 
his next secretary of state. 

But a spokesman for conserva- 
tive Sen. Jesse Helms, who chairs 
the Sen at e Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, said Richardson would fec-e 
tough questioning on U.N. reform. 

"The confirmation process is 
not going to be a rubber-stamp 
process spokesman Mark Thies- 
sen said. 

Daley, 48, is part of a powerful 
Chicago political f amil y feat has 
produced two city mayors includ- 
ing fee current one, his brother 
Richard. A lawyer and longtime 
Clinton political ally who was bit- 
terly disappointed when he was 
passed ova - for fee Cabinet in 
1992, Daley gave fee gathering a 
start when he collapsed just after 
his acceptance remarks. 

He was helped from fee room 
and examined by a White House 
physician, and returned a few min- 
utes later to applause. 

The White House said Daley, 
who had not eaten lunch, had 
feinted from fee overheated cli- 
mate in fee packed executive office 
building auditorium where fee ses- 
sion was held. 

Senate Republican Leader 
Trent Lott said Daley's first task 
would be to restore fee credibility 
of ’ the Commerce Department, 
which is tangled in controversy . 
over Clinton’s campaign fund rais- 
ing tactics and feces Republican 
efforts to dismantle it 

Daley will need to remove po- 
litical fund raising from the job 
descriptions of commerce’s em- 
ployees and cooperate wife Con- 
gress in fee investigations of 
charges feat fee- department solic- 
ited illegal foreign political contri- 
butions, Lott said. 
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New U.N. Secretary-General Is Longtime Bureaucrat, 
Just What U.S. Wanted 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Kofi 7‘ 

Arman, fee West African picked to 
become U.N. secretary -gen saL, is 
a longtime bureau oat well-versed 
in fee intricate workings of fee ' - ^ 

United Nations. In short, just what • 

Washington wanted. " ■ 

Bom in the English-speaking 
na tion of Ghana, Annan has spent 
30 years at U.N. posts in Egypt, 

Ethiopia and Switzerland as well 
as at headquarters in New York. 

Arman, fee 58-year-old chief of 
U.N. peacekeeping, has "a style 
of quiet elegance,” said U.S. 

Magistrate Jack Mason, a former 
classmate at MacAl ester College 
in Minnes ota. 

"He powerfully delivered 
points in fee most understated 
way," Mason told the Associated 
Press in a telephone interview 
from Sl Paul. 

"He sort of combined the quali- 
ties of, on fee exterior, having a„ 
very nice self-deprecating sense of 
humor yet there (being) an inner 
stren g th that just r adiates ," he 
said. 

A fashionable dresser who fa- 
vors charcoal business suits feat 
accent his salt-and -pepper gray 
hair and goatee, Arman was the 
U.S. choice to succeed Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, an Egyptian 
whose bid for a second term was 
opposed by .Washington, which 
called him too slow on promoting 
U.N. reform. 

In an interview Friday wife the 
Associated Press, Atman said his 
main goal would be to work 
closely wife the 185 U.N. mem- 
ber-states to decide "what sort of 
U.N. we want in fee 21st century 
and in a climate where financial 
resources are diminishing. 11 



s' 






'File photo taken Oct 13 1995 shows Ghanaian Kofi Annan 

succeeding Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 

(AFP Photo) 


Washington had said it wanted 
a secretary-general with enough 
administrative skills to push 
through a streamlining of U.N. 
operations. 

Annan first captured U.S. at- 
tention when he helped negotiate 
fee release of 'Western hostages 
held by Iraq during fee Persian 
Gulf War and resolve fee plight of 
500,000 Asians stranded in Ku- 
wait and Iraq. 

He also served as special envoy 
for Boutros-Ghali to the former 
Yugoslavia and to -NATO after 


peace accords last year ended fee 
3 1/2-year Bosnian War. 

As U.N. undersecretary for 
peacekeeping operations, he ad- 
ministered a budget of $3.8 bil- 
lion. 

From his 37th floor office 
overlooking New York’s East 
River, Annan oversaw 18 opera- 
tions ranging from factional fight- 
ing in Somalia to fee refugee crisis 
in Rwanda and a multinational 
force in Bosnia. 

Annan recalled his first Ameri- 
can experience in a 1994 speech at 
his alma mater. MacAlester, "My 


arrival in St. Paul marked my first 
trip outside Africa, my first expe- 
rience of the changing seasons, 
my first encounter with winter. 

"To a child of fee tropics, bun- 
dling up in foe endless layers of 
winter wear was a nuisance. ... 
One odd item seemed both strange 
and inelegant, ear muffs. I was 
determined not to wear them. 
Only when I returned from a brisk 
winter walk wife my ears nearly 
frozen did I have to conclude that 
the natives probably knew what 
they were doing. 


This was an early lesson that 
MacAlester taught me, never walk 
into an environment and assume 
that you understand it better than 
the people who live there. That 
lesson has been useful ever since. " 

Atman, who speaks French as* 
well as several African languages, 
began his public service career as 
an administrative and budget offi- 
cer at the World Health Organiza- 
tion in Geneva in 1962. 

His career includes jobs as as- 
sistant secretary -general in the 
U.N. Office of Human Resources 
and as a finance director, deputy 
chief of adminis tration, and bead 
of personnel for fee U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

Annan received a bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Ma- 
cAlester in 1961. He also has a 
master’s degree in management 
from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and a post-graduate 
certificate in economics from the 
Institute for Advanced Interna- 
tional Studies in Geneva. 

Annan and his second wife, the 
Swedish-bom Nane Cronstedt, 
live in New York City. Her 
mother is the sister of Raoul Wal- 
lenberg, the Swedish diplomat 
who rescued tens of thousands of 
Jews from the Nazis in Hungary 
near the end of World War EL 

"It’s a nice completion of the 
circle," said Mason. "The Swede 
who saved so many Jews during 
Worid War II, his niece is now 
married to the secretary-general of 
the U.N." 

In 1994, Annan told a reporter 
he turns to nature when his work 
gets to him, "I enjoy taking a walk 
in fee woods. I need to find fee 
isolation, because I can no longer 
leave my work at work as I used 
to. 

"when I pick up the paper or 
turn bn the television, my work is 
often right there in front of me. " 

Thai may be truer more now 
than ever. 
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HEBRON: Israeli paratroopers stand guard at the entry of the Islamic University in Hebron m 
the West Bank Dec! 9, afterabout 100 students broke into 

the facility be reopened after two years by the Israeli army. The students obtained a pledge 
from Israeli authorities to reopen the place. 


(AFP Photo) 


New Clinton Economic Team 
to Hit Ground Running 


WASHINGTON, U.SA. (Reuter) 
- The economic team unveiled by 
President Bill Clinton on Friday is 
a pragmatic group with enough ex- 
perience to hit fee ground running, 
analysts said. 

That is all to fee good because 
it will be quickly confronted by a 
host of tricky issues, from deciding 
bow to balance the $13 trillion 
federal budget to dealing wife fee 
growing economic might of China. 

"This isn’t time for on-fee-job 
training," said Stephen Hess of fee 
Brookings Institution think-tank. 

As he did when he named his 
foreign policy team earlier this 
month, Clinton put a premium on 
loyalty and continuity in putting 
together the group that will shape 
economic policy in bis second, 
four-year term. 

If the team has any weaknesses, 
analysts said, it is feat it may be a 
bit short on experience in the inter- 
national economic arena and in 
dealing with Congress. 

"It’s a strong team," said Leslie 
Alperstein, president of Consult- 
ants HSBC Washington Anafysis. 
"It's very pragmatic and practical." 

The group for all intents and 
purposes will be headed by Treas- 
ury Secretary Robert Rubin, fee 
58-year-old former Wall Street ex- 
ecutive who helped to pot it to- 
gether as a member of Clinton’s 


transition team. 

"Bob Rubin has been the cap- 
tain of our economic team for four 
years, first as director of fee Na- 
tional Economic Council, and now 
as secretary of fee Treasury," Clin- 
ton said. "And i am pleased that he 
will stay on." 

A moderate Democrat wife 
strong ties to the business commu- 
nity, Rubin is an ardent advocate of 
a strong dollar and a balanced fed- 
eral budgeL 

The team will also include 
workaholic Gene Sperling as head 
of the White House's National 
Economic Council (NEC), Chi- 
cago’s William Daley as com- 
merce secretary, lawyer Charlene 
Barshefeky as U.S. trade repre- 
sentative and former business ex- 
ecutive Franklin Raines as budget 
director. 

In announcing h is choices, 
Clinton made clear fee premium he 
placed on the team working to- 
gether to aid fee economy. 

Analysts said he should have 
little worry in feat regard. Al- 
though Rubin is expected to be fee 
dominant player, his self-effacing 
style should help limit any conflict 

"He will be first among equals," 
said LM. Destler, a visiting fellow 
at fee Institute for International 
Economics think-tank and a Uni- 
versity of Maryland professor. 


Destler said Rubin has little to 
gain from undermining fee NEC, 
which he headed before joining 
Treasury and which is responsible 
for coordinating administration 
economic policy. 

As deputy at NEC, first to Ru- 
bin, then to departing policymaker 
Laura Tyson, the 38-year-old 
Sperling won high marks for his 
ability to blend politics and eco- 
nomics. But his expertise was on 
the domestic side, not interna- 
tional. 

Perhaps in recognition of feat, 
Clinton on Friday said that Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers will also serve as a prin- 
cipal on fee NEC. 

Summers is Treasury's point 
man in dealings with America's 
major trading partners and was in- 
strumental in putting together the 
successful economic rescue pack- 
age for Mexico last year. 

Clinton also elevated Daniel 
Tarullo, a 44-year-old former Har- 
vard Law School professor, to fee 
newly created post of assistant to 
the president for international eco- 
nomic policy. 

Tarullo, who at one time had 
been rumored to be in fee running 
to share the top spot at NEC with 
Sperling, has labored for nearly 
two years in the shadows as fee 
... See Page. 13 
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Freedom in the Islamic Framework of Human Rights 


Dr, Seyed WakeedAkhtar 

Part Two 

In this context all the contro- 
versies in kalam seem to be point- 
less and irrelevant. The Qadarite 
and the Mu'tazilite doctrine of 
complete freedom also ignores the 
relativity of freedom in relation to 
different individuals. The Jabriete 
notion of determinism goes 
against Islamic teachings and can 
be understood in the light of so- 
cio-political expediencies of the 
age. Iqbal has correctly analyzed 
and explained the reasons behind 
the denials of human freedom: 

.. The practical materialism of 
the opportunities Qmayyad rulers 
of Damascus needed a peg on 
which to hang their misdeeds at 
Karbala, and to secure the fruits' 
of Amir Mu ‘awiya s revolt against 
the possibilities of a popular re- 
bellion. Ma'bad is reported to 
have said to Hasan of Basrah that 
the Omayyads killed Muslims, 
and attrih uted their acts to the de- 
crees of God. ‘These enemies of 
God, ’ replied Hasan, ‘ are liars'. 
Thus arose, in spit of open pro- 
tests by Muslim divines a morally 
degrading fatalism, and the con- 
stitutional theory known as ‘die 
accomplished fact' in order to 
support vested interests. 1 

It would be out of place here to 
go into the details of the issue of 
jabr and qadar (determinism and 
freedom). Absolute freedom be- 
longs to God only, and He has 
given this power to man in vari- 
ous degrees according to individ- 
ual human abilities. It is in this 
sense that freedom is termed by 
Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (A) and 
Imani Ali al-Rida (A) as tajwid. 
this is. delegated freedom. When 
Imam Ali (A) was asked to ex- 
plain the difference between 
qada' and qadar, he said: "The 
First means obedience to the Com- 
mandments of God and avoidance 
of sin: the latter, the ability to live 
a holy life and to do that which 
brings one nearer to God ... Say* 
not that man is compelled, for that 
is attribution of tyranny to God." 2 
Imam Ja far aJ-Sadiq (A) made 
the observation' ‘The doctrine of 
jabr (determinism) converts God 
into an unjust Master" 3 However, 
these traditions cannot be inter- 
preted as advocating absolute 
freedom for man. The latest scien- 
tific studies of the problem of 
freedom, both in metaphysical 
and political or social terms, ar- 
rive a the conclusion that freedom 
is a] wav s relative. No society or 
State can give absolute freedom to 
man in order to secure harmony 
and mutual respect of all the 
members. This mutual respect 
lays certain duties on man. which 
arc for the sake of granting equal 
freedom to everybody. The saying 
of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (A) 
"There is neither jabr nor qadar 
or tajwid . but the matter is a via 
media between the two" can be 
interpreted both metaphysically 
and socially'. Metaphysically, or 
rather theologically, it means that 
absolute freedom, is for God only: 
man has been given limited free- 
dom. 

Socially and politically free- 
dom is delimited by duties, and is 
not complete or absolute. Imam 
Ali ibn Musa al-Rida sums up the 
issue in the following words: 
n1 iou arc at liberty to take one or 


the other path, ... but man has not 
the capacity of turning evil into 
good, or sin into virtue. 1,4 thus 
we may conclude that man is free, 
but his own freedom demands of 
him to fulfil certain obligations 
towards himsell towards other 
fellow beings, and. ultimately, to- 
wards God. Freedom is meaning- 
less if one does not fulfil these 
obligations. All human rights be- 
come due to man when be exer- 
cises his freedom to shoulder the 
duties he is expected to perform 


Iqbal, was an atrocity against Is- 
lam and Qoranic teaching. All 
forms of government and society 
which deny' freedom to individu- 
als represent a gross violation of 
Islam. How far a State or society 
is prepared to allow its members 
freedom determines its Islamic 
character 

The following are corollaries 
of h uman freedom: 

1. Every man is able to per- 
form an act he wills and chooses 
to do. 


power to do it and they are also 
free to do or not to A) what they 
arc commanded. 3 

The practical side of freedom 
is related to man's individual as 
well as social duties. Every duty 
requires as its prerequisite condi- 
tion freedom and the power to ful- 
fil it which is called ‘right' in 
legal terms. As the right to have 
the freedom and power to perform 
desired acts is termed a natural 
right the freedom and power to 
perform social duties is termed 
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by his Creator, his fellow beings, 
and his own nature. 

However, whatsoever may be 
the degree and extent of freedom 
accorded to man. he is free and, 
consequently, responsible for his 
acts. The Umayyads’ attempt to 
justify fatalism, as described by 


2. Every man who performs an 
act is able to perform its opposite 
also. 

3 . Every man who is obliged to 
do a certain act is awarded the 
power to do it 

4. Even those who do not obey 
Divine command are given the 


civil rights, the freedom to act in' 
relation to the State is called po- 
litical right and freedom to de- 
fend one’s rights in courts is 
termed legal right. Right is based 
on freedom, for it calls on men to 
fulfil certain duties. Rights are 
meaningless without freedom and 


freedom remains an empty con- 
cept without the right to act within 
a particular framework. Freedom 
■assumes a definite meaning in 
each ideology according to its 
conception and practice of human 
rights. 

Human Rights: A Compari- 
son of the Western and Islamic 
Views and Practices: 

The declaration of human 
ri ghts a result of the French 
Revolution, was completed on 
August 26. 1789. The two funda- 
mental doctrines which gave the 
declaration its force as the gospel 
of the Revolution were those of 
the natural rights of man and na- 
tional sovereignty*. The natural 
rights stated in the preamble were 
held as inalienable and sacred, be- 
cause they were considered to be 
inherent to human nature. These 
rights were difined in the article H 
as those to liberty, property, secu- 
rity. and the right to resist oppres- 
sion. Liberty included two 
aspects, individual liberty and the 
freedom of opinion. Freedom of 
speech, liberty of press and ex- 
pression of religious opinions 
were secured in articles X and XI. 
Though article T proclaimed all 
men to be equal in rights, it did 
not assert their political or social 
equality. As the French Revolu- 
tion was mainly led by the busi- 
ness class which had grievances 
against the feudal class, the 
authors of the declaration were 
perhaps. not ready to grant equal 
political rights to all classes. 
However, clauses VII-1X secured 
the principle of equality before 
law, while clauses VI and XHI es- 
tablished the principles of civic 
and fiscal equality. 6 

In order to understand the 
loopholes in this declaration, vve 
have to discuss at some length 
how the various ty pes of rights are 
distinguished from one another. In 
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I n order to protect nature, does a 
price have to be pul on it? If so. 
on what bases should it be calcu- 
lated? .After the world conference 
on the environment in Rio de Ja- 
neiro. this question holds an in- 
creasingly important place in the 
concerns of international organiza- 
tions responsible for the protection 
of nature. 

For certain economists, the 
protection of nature and of threat- 
ened species compels us to give 
tltcm a ' nine. The English econo- 
mist David Pearce suggests, for 
instance, that in order to encour- 
age poor countries to protect their 
tropical forests, rich countries 
should pay them "carbon credit". 
vvliich would recompense the 
positive role that their trees play- 
in the fight against global wann- 
ing. by absorbing the carbon diox- 
ide gas in the atmosphere. As each 
hectare “traps" 100 tons of carb- 
on a year and each ton of carbon 
released causes 78 francs worth of 
damage to the environment (in 
particular owing to the rise in the 
sca-Ieveh. this credit would 
amount to 1.800 francs per hec- 
tare per year. If this modest 
amount was extended to the 
whole area of tropical forests, it 
would bring in about 19 billion 
francs a year, which is a quarter of 
Amazonia's annual income. To fi- 
nance this (ax. each adult in a rich 
country would liave to pay the 
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equivalent of 5<> francs a year, 
which is a small expenditure for a 
great purpose: saving the tropical 
rain forests. 

In traditional economics, the 
value of a commodity depends 
both on its scarcity and on the 
means involved in producing iL 
Thus the price of a foodstuff, such 
as fruit and vegetables, depends 
just as much on the work pot in by 
man as on the investments (ma- 
chines, chemical products, irriga- 
tion, etc.) needed to produce it 
Water consumption, soil erosion 
and pollution do not come into the 
cost price. 

Our economic system has al- 
ways considered natural resources 
as goods which could be freely 
exploited. The price of water; oil, 
gas or uranium only takes into ac- 
count the extraction and transpor- 
tation costs. It is only in the last 
few years, with the real or sup- 
posed depletion of some of these 
resources, that people are begin- 
ning to wonder about their price. 
Although it is not possible to pay 
nature for the work that it has 
done, for instance for turning fos- 
sils into oil over some fifty mil- 
lion years, repairing the damage, 
that is caused to it, costs more and 
more and the expenses arising 
from it (depollution and the resto- 
ration of the environment) para- 
doxically figure positively in the 
Gross National Product (GNP). 
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In the developing countries, 
where the extraction of the natural 
resources accounts for an impor- 
tant part of the economic activity, 
this kind of accounting appears 
particularly pernicious and does 
not at all take the cost of restoring 
the environment into considera- 
tion and this will, one day, have to 
be borne by future generations. 
Certain economists have thn* 
thought up a nature accounting 
system which is compl ementar y to 
the national accounts serving as a 
basis for the GNP, which would, 
in particular; include indicators of 
the intensity of the use of re- 
sources. 

Another method for integ rating 
ecology in the economy would be 
a system of grants for pollution 
rights. In 1987, in California, the 
agency in charge of the quality of 
the aii created a plan to reduce 
pollution by 5% a year, estab- 
lishing depollution objectives for 
each factory. Finns which man- 
aged to fall below the threshold of 
5% had the right to sell this sur- 
plus to other firms and this idea 
had the advantage of pmifying the 
air at the lowest cost It is in the 
interest of factories for which de- 
pollution only requires a modest 
investment to purify their emis- ' 
sions more than needed and to sell 
off their “rights” to firms for 
. which depollotion is more costly. 
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This system is applied throughout 
the United States for products 
such as sulphur dioxide and recy- 
clable waste, but it comes up 
against opposition from those 
who consider that it means giving 
the go-ahead to polluters. 

It is for this reason, moreover, 
that Europe prefers using taxation 
to cut down on pollution. In 1990, 
Sweden set up a system, of “eco- 
taxes” on atmospheric emissions 
(sulphur and nitrogen oxides and 
carbon dioxide gas), energy or 
toxic products. The same system 
is being examined by the Euro- 
pean Union where it is tbs con- 
sumers who would bear the costs 
of the destruction of nature and its 
reparation. 

But, beyond the evaluation in 
figures, which is necessary in cer- 
tain cases, scientists consider that, 
above all, the validity of protect- 
ing nature has to be impressed on 
people’s minds. Indeed, the price 
attributed to people and things is 
not only calculated in terms of 
money, an nature has to get away 
from the economic concept of 
short term profitability. It is possi- 
ble to estimate the cost of the de- 
struction that man imposes on 
nature as well as the price of repa- 
rations without, for all that de- 
ducing its “value”. Natural 
resources belong to everyone and 
thus have an infinite value. 
(Courtesy Avtuafite’ en France) 


general, a right is defined as a 
. claim or title to anything that can 
be enforced, or a claim to act, pos- 
sess or enjoy anything, or the use 
thereof; it may exist in the nature 
of a privilege or power. A right in , 
the legal sense is "that which one 
has a legal dram to do: legal 
authority, immunity granted by 
authority". The existence of a le- 
gal right implies the existence of 
legal remedy; for one docs not ex- 
ist without the other 7 Civil rights 
are those which appertain to citi- 
zenship and which may be en- 
forced or redressed bv n civil 
action. These are divided into ab- 
solute and relative rights. Abso- 
lute rights are supposed to be 
inherent to humanity, under which • 
are placed rights of personal secu- 
rity. mobility, honor, health, and 
enjoyment. Relative civil rights 
include those which subsist be- 
tween the people and the govern- 
ment, such as the people's right to 
protection at the hands of the gov- 
ernment: the right of allegiance, 
which is due to the government at 
the hands of the people; the rights 
of husband and wife, parent and 
child, guardian and ward, master 
and servant, reciprocally. Right is - 
co-existent with authority or gov- 
ernment. and both arc inherent to 
man. According to Bouveir rights 
precede government, or the estab- 
lishment of Slates. Johnson holds 
that a civil right is accorded to 
ev ery member of a distinct com- 
munity or nation, while a political 
right is exercisable in the admini- 
stration of government, such as 
the right to vote in elections. Bou- 
vier says that certain apparently 
natural rights may not be actual, 
such as rights of privacy. 8 
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land Hikrnat wa Falsafeb-ye Iran, 

• 1358 Sh.), pp. 267-383. All points 
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cussed in detail with rational ar-^ 
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We learned of the sudden deaih 
of the renowned scholar. 

Dr. Seyed Waheed Akhtar, die 
author of tire essay ‘Freedom in 
the Islamic Framework of Human 
Rights', and wish to express the 
heartfelt condolences of IRAN 
NEWS management arid staff to 
the members of the bereaved fern- 
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